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• Describe the change 
that has occurred.

• Traditional leaders & communities actively 
advocating for SRHR & safe abortion

• Holding duty bearers accountable for 
policy change & service provision

• Increased community dialogues & 
awareness on reproductive rights

• Stronger advocacy efforts towards 
policymakers for legal reform

• Improved access to SRHR services & 
reduced stigma 

Impact:
• A progressive shift in attitudes, ensuring 

reproductive rights remain a priority for 
women and girls in Kasungu, Mzimba and 
Dowa. 
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• Destigmatize abortion and 
promote comprehensive SRHR 
education.

• Strengthen advocacy efforts for 
legal reform concerning SRHR and 
safe abortion.

• Build capacity within 
communities to challenge 
harmful norms and promote 
gender equality.

• Enhance access to reproductive 
healthcare services for women 
and girls.
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• International safe abortion day 
commemorations 

• Panel discussion on national TV and radio 
station 

• Interface meetings with duty bearers 
• Interface meeting with traditional and 

religious leaders
• Community dialogue sessions
• Life skills training
• Data collection 

Women’s Voice and Leadership Learning and Sharing Summit 
2025
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Advocacy & Stakeholder Engagement:
§ Conducted interface meetings with duty bearers, service 

providers, traditional, and religious leaders to discuss 
the consequences of unsafe abortions.

§ Oriented traditional & religious leaders on SRHR laws, 
including the Termination of Pregnancy (ToP) Bill.

Community Mobilization & Awareness:
§ Facilitated community dialogues on the impact of 

unsafe abortion, encouraging open discussions and 
support for policy change.

Impact: Strengthened community-led advocacy for SRHR, 
increasing accountability & support for legal reform.
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Category Women Men Total %    
Women 

Direct beneficiaries 3590 2860 6450 55%

Indirect beneficiaries (e.g. 
through other networks)

11000 8000 19000 57%

Online beneficiaries (e.g. 
website access, mailing lists, 
scholarly articles)

100000

Total 125450



• The significance of this change is profound for the movement advocating 
for sexual and reproductive health rights (SRHR) and safe abortion in 
Malawi. By engaging traditional leaders and communities in Kasungu 
District, the movement has gained influential allies in shifting societal 
perceptions and advocating for policy reforms.

• Key Impacts:
• Increased Community Ownership: Traditional leaders are now actively 

holding duty bearers accountable for SRHR service provision and policy 
changes.

• Policy Influence: Strengthened advocacy for the liberalization of abortion 
laws through grassroots and leadership support.

• Breaking Stigma: Communities are more open to discussing SRHR and safe 
abortion, reducing harmful misconceptions and discrimination.

• Duty Bearers holding each other accountable with traditional leaders 
engaging and holding traditional healers especially those who provide 
clandestine abortions accountable
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• Women’s Empowerment:
Increased awareness among
women and adolescent girls
about their sexual and
reproductive health rights (SRHR),
including the risks of unsafe
abortion.

• More women advocating for
their rights and demanding better
SRHR services, including safe
abortion and post-abortion care.

• Strengthened grassroots women’s
movements and networks
championing reproductive rights

Include evidence here –
photos/clippings
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• Public Participation Traditional
and religious leaders in Kasungu
and other districts are now
actively engaging in conversations
about SRHR and advocating for
safe abortion.

• Communities are holding duty
bearers accountable for better
SRHR services and policy changes.

• More adolescent girls and young
women (AGYW) participating in
dialogues and advocacy
campaigns.

• . 
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• Media Coverage (Including Social
Media

• MHRRC has successfully engaged
national and community media to
amplify conversations on SRHR and
safe abortion.

• Increased coverage of unsafe
abortion issues through live radio and
TV discussions featuring experts,
policymakers, and community
leaders.

• Social media campaigns on platforms
like Facebook, Twitter, and WhatsApp
have reached thousands, helping to
destigmatize abortion and educate
the public.

Include evidence here –
photos/clippings



Women’s Voice and Leadership Learning and Sharing Summit 2025

• Strengthened the capacity of
local CSOs, CBOs, women’s
groups, and youth-led
organizations to mobilize
communities and demand SRHR
services.

• Changes in Gender Attitudes at
Individual and Community Levels

• More open discussions about
SRHR and abortion among
women, youth, and community
leaders.

• Reduction in stigma associated
with seeking SRHR services,
including post-abortion care.

Include evidence here –
photos/clippings
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• Increased male
involvement in SRHR
discussions, shifting
norms around gender
roles and reproductive
decision-making.

• Other Notable Changes
Stronger advocacy for
legal reform on abortion,
with more MPs expressing
support for the ToP Bill.

Include evidence here –
photos/clippings
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• Improved access to SRHR services 
in some districts, as a result of 
increased advocacy and 
awareness.

• Formation of community 
watchdog groups to monitor 
SRHR service delivery and 
advocate for policy 
implementation.

• These results demonstrate 
tangible progress in shifting 
perceptions, improving access to 
SRHR, and creating an enabling 
environment for legal and policy 
changes in Malawi.

Include evidence here –
photos/clippings
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• What evidence / means 
of verification 

• Reports 
• Registers
• Media Reports
• TV Programs
• Social Media posts
• Videos 
• Testimonials from 

beneficiaries

Include evidence here –
photos/clippings
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• What have been the main challenges? How have 
these challenges been overcome?

• Resistance from Religious Leaders: Deep-rooted
cultural and religious beliefs opposing abortion and
SRHR advocacy.

• Solution: Conducted sensitization meetings and
interfaith dialogues to engage religious and
traditional leaders, emphasizing the health and
human rights implications of unsafe abortion. Some
leaders became advocates after witnessing the
realities faced by women.
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• Stigma & Misconceptions about SRHR and Abortion:
Widespread misinformation and stigma around safe
abortion and SRHR limited open discussions.

• Solution: Launched storytelling campaigns, media
engagements, and community theater to humanize
the issue, share real-life testimonies, and debunk
myths about SRHR and abortion.

• Legal & Policy Barriers: The restrictive legal
framework in Malawi hindered progress on the
Termination of Pregnancy (ToP) Bill.
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• Solution: Strengthened advocacy efforts by engaging
Members of Parliament (MPs) through policy
dialogues, evidence-based advocacy, and
community-led campaigns to push for legal reforms.

• Limited Media Support & Sensational Reporting:
Some media houses sensationalized SRHR issues,
reinforcing negative narratives on abortion and
women's rights.

• Solution: Conducted media training workshops to
equip journalists with accurate information and
ethical reporting guidelines on SRHR.
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• Weak Enforcement of SRHR Policies: Even where
policies existed, there was weak implementation and
accountability at different government levels.

• Solution: Strengthened community watchdog groups
to monitor SRHR service provision, conducted
accountability meetings with duty bearers, and
advocated for better policy enforcement.
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• Funding Constraints: Limited financial resources affected the
sustainability of advocacy campaigns and community
initiatives.

• Solution: Strengthened partnerships with local and
international organizations, diversified funding sources, and
integrated SRHR into broader gender equality programs to
secure additional funding.

• Despite these challenges, MHRRC has continued to make
progress by using a multi-stakeholder approach, engaging
communities, policymakers, and media to drive sustainable
change in SRHR and safe abortion advocacy in Malawi.
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• What lessons have been learned?
• Community Engagement is Key: Traditional and religious

leaders play a crucial role in shaping public perceptions. Early
engagement and continuous dialogue with them lead to
increased acceptance and advocacy for SRHR issues.

• Storytelling is a Powerful Advocacy ToolReal-life testimonies
humanize the impact of unsafe abortion and restrictive laws,
making it easier to shift public opinion and influence
policymakers.

• Youth Involvement Strengthens AdvocacyCreating safe spaces
and youth-led initiatives fosters stronger engagement from
adolescent girls, young women, and boys, ensuring
sustainability of advocacy efforts.
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• Legal and Policy Advocacy Requires Persistence Changing laws 
and policies takes time, requiring consistent engagement with 
policymakers, MPs, and government agencies through 
evidence-based advocacy.

• Media Can Be a Catalyst for ChangeProperly trained 
journalists help frame SRHR and abortion discussions 
accurately, reducing misinformation and stigma. Investing in 
media training is crucial.

• Multi-Sectoral Collaboration Yields Better Results Partnering 
with civil society organizations, legal experts, medical 
professionals, and grassroots activists amplifies advocacy 
efforts and strengthens impact.
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• Multi-Sectoral Collaboration Yields Better Results Partnering with civil 
society organizations, legal experts, medical professionals, and grassroots 
activists amplifies advocacy efforts and strengthens impact.

• Addressing Misconceptions Reduces Stigma Continuous public education 
through community dialogues, theatre for development, and digital 
campaigns helps correct myths about SRHR and abortion.

• Sustained Funding is Critical Advocacy efforts need long-term financial 
investment. Exploring diverse funding sources, including donor 
partnerships and integrating SRHR into broader gender programs, helps 
ensure continuity.

• Policy Reform Alone is Not Enough Even where policies exist, enforcement 
remains weak. Strengthening accountability mechanisms at community 
and government levels ensures real change on the ground.

• Final Insight: Change is possible but requires patience, strategic 
partnerships, and continuous engagement to challenge deeply rooted 
norms and influence legal reforms. 
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• How can the work be sustained/kept going?  How can the work be 
cascaded to other organisations? 

• Strengthening Community Ownership: traditional, religious, and 
community leaders as champions for SRHR and safe abortion advocacy. 
Establish community-led monitoring groups to track progress and ensure 
accountability.

• Policy Advocacy and Legal Reform: Maintain momentum in advocating for 
the Termination of Pregnancy (ToP) Bill by engaging policymakers, media, 
and civil society.

• Strengthen collaboration with legal experts to push for policy reforms and 
ensure implementation of existing SRHR-related laws.

• Capacity Building and Knowledge Sharing: Train more community activists, 
including youth, women, and men, on SRHR advocacy and legal literacy. 

• Develop toolkits and resources for organizations to replicate best 
practices.

Women’s Voice and Leadership Learning and Sharing Summit 2025



• Leveraging Media and Digital Platforms: Expand awareness campaigns 
through radio, TV, and social media to reach a broader audience.Establish
an online repository of resources, success stories, and advocacy tools for 
organizations to use.

• Forging Stronger Partnerships: continued collaboration with other CSOs, 
youth networks, and women’s rights groups to share experiences and 
strengthen advocacy efforts.

• Engage regional and international partners to amplify efforts and access 
funding opportunities.

• Continued coordination among COPUA members: By working together, we 
can create a lasting impact and ensure that women and girls have access 
to their reproductive rights! 
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• What are the key 
priorities going 
forward? 

• Follow up and monitor 
community activities

• Continued advocacy for 
policy change
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