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Dear Blessing, 

We in Botswana are happy to have completed our Media Literacy modules in time. The facilitators were wonderful and part of the workshop included practicals that we will show on this newsletter. This was particularly geared at people with no media background and created an awareness in being an active media consumer. This workshop was organised by Gemsa Botswana Chapter in conjunction with Media Studies, University Of Botswana.

 

Woman in the Media 
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 Picture our Lives 

The woman as a media consumer has always played second fiddle. How do you allow women and children to have a voice? In the workshop "Where are woman and Men in the news" Looked at the following interesting points. 1. Woman are rarely used as sources, this effectively throws a woman's opinion outside the window. 2. Gender sensitivity esspecially when it comes to reporting women issues. 3. Woman are only portrayed as sex object as opposed to man who are portrayed as leaders and business people. 4. Woman are also portrayed as home makers and stay home mothers who raise kids, instead of leaders of society. 5. It is business as usual for women and children i.e. Victims and second class citizens as opposed to men.

 

In Botswana a woman is portrayed as a child for example. In setswana we say " Batsogile jang bana" the literal translation in english is " How are the children" This includes the wife. 

 

 

Students' views 
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 Foot prints 

The students learnt a lot from the course. 1. The course raised awareness of media and how it operates. 2. The participants learnt how to respond to and interact with the media. 3. Gender sensitivity in reporting also emerged during the course. 4. The students have learnt about the men and women as potrayed by the media.5. as consumers students have learnt tips on making their voices count. 

 

Students also wrote opinion letters and published them in the media.  



	As the participants of the Media Literacy workshop would like to thank GEMSA, Gender Links, BOMWA and University Of Botswana, Media Studies for making this course possible. We would like to acknowledge Mrs Ntsabane, Mrs Caroline Phiri and Mrs Tau for their different contributions.

 

Sincerely, 

 

Participants Botswana
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