ANNEX A: REPORT FOR THE ANALYSIS OF SRHR CAMPAIGNS (one report per campaign)

Red – Alliance network to complete

NAME OF CAMPAIGN:    Safe Abortion South Africa
	Key facts:

National level

Public facilities in the nation have been part of nationwide awareness raising imitative training health care workers. 
Local level 

Access to safe and legal abortion procedures both medical and surgical are among the services to be priorities by health care facilities during this COVID-19 regulations. 



Overview 

South Africa is one of two SADC countries with abortion on demand which is not preconditioned. The Abortion campaigns are centred on #access stigma free care; #destigmatising abortion; #Abortions are Women's Rights. The campaigns have been advocating for free, accessible, timeous abortions are a Human Right and Reproductive Health Right. Additionally, healthcare providers should have no right to deny access and care, otherwise you are dishonourable and disobedient in their view. In 2018 Gender Links together with partners Amnesty International, She Decides Southern Africa and Let Us Grow where part of a local Gauteng March advocating for di-stigmatisation of safe abortion in the nation. 
COVID-19 and SRHR 
The unfolding COVID-19 crisis is restricting access to contraception and safe abortion services, with the poorest and most marginalised women and girls being worst affected. COVID-19 has affected safe abortion considerably in South Africa, the CGE wrote to MEC to be clear about the SRHR services as it was omitted in the original circular newsletter. They then issued this amendment which mentions the provision of access to safe and legal abortion care both medical and surgical. The CGE continues to monitor service provision as the physical distancing of the regulatory lockdown in the nation is in place. COVID-19 crisis has created unprecedented strains on health care systems, including inpatient and outpatient, emergency care and surgical services. Regardless of these constraints, women will always need sexual and reproductive healthcare, including access to safe abortions.
Stakeholders involved

· SAfAIDS, CGE, UNFPA and SAT Regional have been working to actively engage with the provision of legal and safe abortion in the country. Gender Links also collaborated with #SheDecides movement in safeguarding abortion service provision and awareness raising in South Africa. 
National level progress of campaign 

· The safe abortion movement has seen strides with the campaign #MyBodymyChoice joint collaboration of different stakeholders has seen social media awareness raising. 
· Additional resources provided have been included government print out of abortion service provisions in the clinics to guide health care workers and patients as they visit facilities. 
· To mitigate these effects the #MyBodyMyChoice campaign aims to inform and educate providers to help them critically reﬂect on and challenge their deeply-held beliefs and attitudes regarding abortion. Secondly, by developing programmes to reduce stigma around abortion services among providers and the communities. The facts below provide the campaign objectives and drive:
Narrative on impact of campaign 




Access to abortion services remains a major concern in South Africa with several reasons listed above including limited access to contraceptives as a preventative measure. Despite the fact that the South African Constitution guarantees the right to freedom of conscience, under which healthcare providers are understood to have the right to refuse to perform abortions. However, this applies only to the direct provision of services, and not to pre - or post-abortion care. It also does not apply in circumstances where a woman's life or health is at immediate risk. There is need to intensify awareness raising of SRHR in all communities at all levels bringing together all the key stakeholders needed to effectively bring about Safe Abortion services to all women in the community.
Policy changes 

· MB1.1 With a growing number of partners committed to improving women’s access to safe abortion and women willing to come forward with their stories awareness raising continued to grow.


· AR0.1 More women who seek abortions go to safe, registered providers – and know their rights, more providers are willing to give women the services they choose, more public demand supports women-centric policy changes.
· PL2.1 The commission of gender equality together with government health service providers have been actively publishing infographics to assist both patients and service providers. 


Communication


· MB1.1 Key messages included #MyBodyMyChoice; Women own their bodies. No culture, religion or social norm should dictate which SRH Rights should be accessed by women. 
· MB1.1 Social media platforms and radio channels such as 702 and eNews health channels in South Africa.
· AR2.3 Young women have been in the forefront of the campaign with several TV and local series and Soapie personalities. 






· SN2.1 Gather qualitative evidence through Summit case studies presented at the #VoiceandChoice Summits.
· MB5.1 Have you convened any national/district meetings for the campaign?

Resources

· MB1.1 New data has been initiatives at local clinic level
· MB3.1 None 
· MB3.1 Sensitisation of community members, health service providers on abortion timelines 


· MB6.1 The 2019 summits did have substantial safe abortion case studies
Means of Verification

There have been twitter discussions and threads that have been taking place
https://twitter.com/drtlaleng/status/1213539062507851777?s=19

Next steps

The campaign continues to take the new challenge of COVID-19 with continued collaboration by campaign partners include Amnesty International South Africa, the South African Human Right Commission, Health-e News, Ibis Reproductive Health, Ipas, Marie Stopes SA, Médecins Sans Frontières, Nalane for Reproductive Justice, SECTION27, Sexual and Reproductive Justice Coalition, Sonke Gender Justice, and the Treatment Action Campaign.
Infographic on Safe abortion timelines � HYPERLINK "https://genderlinks.sharepoint.com/:i:/r/programmes/alliance/Shared%20Documents/D.RESEARCH/Barometer/2020/3.Safe%20Abortion/Safe%20Abortion%20Campaigns/AbortionCareInfoGraphic.jpg?csf=1&web=1&e=27DS3v" ��click here�








