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STRENGTHENING SRHR REPORTING IN SADC WORKSHOP

Concept Note
Introduction 
This concept note seeks to detail the purpose and activities for the Strengthening Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) reporting in Southern Africa workshop. The workshop is scheduled for 10-12 April 2019. This workshop brings together various stakeholders including journalists and media experts from 15 Southern African countries. The three-day workshop will to strengthen the capacity of the media in reporting on SRHR from a human rights perspective. 

Objectives
The main objectives include:
· Increase media coverage of SRHR from a human rights perspective. Including media coverage that challenges discriminatory social norms and stereotypes. This coverage should also hold government, private sector and civil society accountable for implementing SRHR commitments. 
· Raise awareness on the SRHR SADC Strategy, SRHR provisions in the SADC Protocol on Gender and Development Protocol and related instruments. 

Background and rationale 
The media is critical in setting the agenda and influencing the nature and direction of public opinion. Gender Links believes that media is an indispensable partner in the development agenda especially in mobilising public participation and raising awareness on different issues.  
During the 16 Days of Activism Gender Links sent out a call for stories on in-depth investigative stories that show how SRHR issues affect people’s daily lives. GL gathered 90 story ideas from Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. A total of 40 stories were published on the following areas. 
· Menstrual health
· Maternal health
· Comprehensive sexual education and services
· Child marriages
· Teenage pregnancies
· Safe and legal abortion
· HIV and AIDS
· Sexual diversity
· GBV

Role of the media
Media coverage of SRHR issues is minimal. This may be because of lack of understanding and the many cultural sensitivities arising from SRHR, which then inhibits media representation of the issues. In sub-Saharan African media, coverage of reproductive health issues is poor due to weak capacity and low motivation for reporting these issues on the part of media practitioners. It is important for the media to engage with them as they provide the conduit between the general public and the policy agenda on all such issues. 

The media is also critical to raising awareness among the public about SRHR issues and women’s access to and control of sexual and reproductive health rights. The media does need to go beyond informing and educating to analysing and providing critical assessments. It also needs to tap into its advocacy and watchdog roles when reporting on health.  

According to PANOS “Journalists must contextualize issues and strive for objectivity and balance. Because human rights are more than just legal issues, there must be a reflection on the impact of the promotion or the abuse of human rights on real people’s lives.”  

Journalists and reporters need to have a significant and in-depth understanding of women’s rights to health and of the multiple factors at play that may impede the enjoyment of these rights as this will affect the way in which they report on these issues.  This will allow them to employ a rights-based approach in their writing, for example, looking at the right to good health. 

The media not only reflects what is happening in society; it should also be an active player in the development of society, shaping attitudes and perceptions regarding certain practices. The media output needs to be framed within a particular discourse, in this case through the spectrum of human rights. 

An article by Rosanne Anholt notes that, if we read or hear about family planning methods that emphasise the dangers of the procedure or the possible negative consequences, we may hesitate to use them. On the other hand, if articles about family planning methods focus on our right as women to decide whether and when to have children– we may very well consider using a family planning method.

Purpose

GL will work with journalists from across the region to contribute to the increased coverage of SRHR.  This coverage will demonstrate accurate and holistic understanding of SRHR topics from a human rights perspective. This includes media coverage that challenges discriminatory social norms and stereotypes.

This training seeks to support the media to strengthen coverage and understanding of SRHR.
The first step in this process is enhancing the knowledge of media professionals on SRHR. This is expected to enhance the content and quality of stories produced in the media. The media must be integrally involved in tracking the commitments made by their countries and holding stakeholders accountable.

As part of the training, journalists will be awarded small grants to undertake field reporting on the different thematic areas using the skills and guidance learnt during their training. All journalists will be expected to produce and publish at least two stories. Journalists will also have the opportunity to learn and share their stories in the SADC Protocol@Work Summits to be held between June and November 2019. 

Key outputs
The outputs and deliverables are: 
· Story ideas and pitches from participants on a range of SRHR issues.
· Work plans from media experts on country level workshops.



Expected outcomes 
At the completion of the project, it is expected that:
· Trained journalists will be equipped to confidently and expertly report on quality news stories about gender equality and women’s empowerment ;  
· There is increased reporting and awareness on gender issues, contributing to changing attitudes and norms on gender equality. 
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