365 DAYS OF ACTION: FROM A CAMPAIGN TO AN ACTION PLAN
3-5 July 2006

GEMSA NAMIBIA AND GENDER LINKS

INTRODUCTION

The workshop aimed to deepen the 16 Days of No Violence Against Women and
Children campaign in Namibia. The workshop was brought together key stakeholders
including NGOs, government officials, UN agencies and others to extend the 16 Days
awareness raising and advocacy campaign to a plan of action that identifies key
interventions that need to be implemented throughout the year. See annex one for the
participants /ist.

OBJECTIVES

e To conduct an audit of government commitments towards ending gender
violence and assess the extent to which skills being met.

e Identity a set of actions from the audit to be used as the basis for developing an
action plan to end gender violence.

e Plan to use the 16 Days campaign to leverage the idea of a national action plan
to end violence in the country.

e To take the action plan forward through national inter-sector and collaborative
processes through which the plan is adopted.

OUTCOMES OF THE AUDIT

Individual presentations and group discussions were utilised to identify the key problems
in regard to gender violence. These were held under four themes: services; legislation;

Services
Survivors
Participants discussed the issues of shelter, safe havens for abused women and
survivors, whose rights have been violated. The following challenges were identified:
¢ Inadequate shelters, those that do exist are run by NGOs, mainly in urban areas,
limited spaces available.
e Inadequate social services being delivered.
Legal aid is available to people who are unemployed and earn below N$1000,
this limit is too high.
Lack of integration between the criminal justice services.
Lack infrastructure and services to meet the needs of survivors.
Lack of specialized services available at courts and police stations.
There are too few social workers/councilors countrywide to assist abused
women.
e Women and men do not about what services are available to survivors.



e There is little information available about the need to get Post Exposure
Prophylaxis (PEP) within 72 hours.



Perpetrators

Some of the crimes were committed when some perpetrators were teenagers
and they needed rehabilitation and not imprisonment.

Not enough social workers or counseling for perpetrators to repent or accept
their wrong doings. There is only one social worker at one of the prisons in the
Hardap region to work with 900 prisoners.

Rehabilitation in prisons is vital to prepare perpetrators for challenges outside
prison. If not counseled or rehabilitated there is a 90% chance that perpetrators
will return to prison.

Prisons should be included in 16 Days of Activism campaign.

Legislation and policy

PEP in policy not in law.

No specific law on trafficking or provisions in any other law.

Child abuse is contained in various laws however no specific laws relating to
children’s right.

The current Divorce Act is archaic and outdated it still requires fault.

No laws on trafficking.

Social, economic, cultural, political

Women do not know the different marriage options.

You can only access a social grant if you earn less than N$500 per month.

We must empower women to engage in projects for them to become
economically independent.

Education, training and awareness

Women should be empowered to know their rights during rape, abuse, divorce
etc.

There is a lot of talk and action, only problem is that there are less women
coming forth.

Lack of gender sensitivity of the officers of the criminal justice system.

Lack of documentation on women’s experiences.

Survivors do not know about PEP.

No proper training on gender violence in the media.

Media managers do not see gender violence as a priority.

Not enough information available about services needed by survivors.

Not enough awareness around issues of trafficking.

Integrated approaches

Lack of statistics and lack of access to existing statistics.
Lack of coordination.



365 DAYS PLAN OF ACTION

The outcomes of the audit formed the basis for an action plan. Below is the action plan that was developed during the workshop.

Proposed action Target Who Outcome Output Allocated Budget
16 Days | 2006/07 | 2007/08 | 2008/09
2006
LEGISLATION AND POLICY
Raise awareness on MHA - e Public and Pamphlets
trafficking immigration; media Radio & TV
ML ; MSS; campaign. work.
MoHSS; e The public Billboards @
MIB; NGOs, should have borders and
GEMSA. a clear harbour
understandi towns.
ng of what
trafficking
is.
Develop policy around NB Au ME; MHA; Increased Propose
trafficking with a view pairing MSS; awareness on legislation on
to initiate legislation. agencies MoHSS; MJ; | human trafficking
need to be MGECW; UN | trafficking. I stories
checked Agencies;
counseling
institutions;
Law Reform
Commission;
GEMSA
Review all the existing MGECW; Increased Integrating
legislation related to MSS; MJ; awareness and legislation related
children. MoHSS; protection of children’s rights
Children Status Bill. LAC; Law children’s rights. | and needs
Ask for the revival and Reform
opportunity to provide Commission;
input of the Child Care GEMSA,




Proposed action

Target

Who

Outcome

Output

Allocated Budget

16 Days
2006

2006/07 | 2007/08

2008/09

and Protection Bill.

Evaluate the feasibility

of linking the Children’s

Status Bill and the

Juvenile Justice Bill.

e Familiarisation of all
bills.

e Identify gaps

o Identify overlaps.

e Make
recommendations.

Amendment of Divorce

Act.

Passing of Inheritance

Bill

e Familiarisation of
existing legislation.
Identify gaps.
Make
recommendations.

MGECW; MJ;
MHA; LRC;

LAC, GEMSA.

Awareness
around options

on marriage and

the Inheritance
Bill.

Amended Divorce
Act.

Services

Review the N$1000

limit to access legal aid.

Raise awareness on the

availability of such

services.

e Establish what
current
requirements and
procedures are.

MJ;
Directorate
of Legal Aid;

LAC, GEMSA.

Sufficient and
effective legal
aid

e An audit
“I"” stories

Monitor the
administration of justice

MJ;
Directorate

Effective
criminal justice

e Audit will lead
to ongoing




Proposed action Target Who Outcome Output Allocated Budget
16 Days | 2006/07 | 2007/08 | 2008/09
2006
specifically in reference of Legal Aid; | system. monitoring
to maintenance, legal LAC; service and
aid, and protection providers, evaluation of
orders GEMSA. the criminal
e Familiarisation of justice
legislation, system.
guidelines and “1" stories
policies. Media
e Training to service campaign.
providers.
e Raise public
awareness.
EDUCATION, TRAINING AND AWARENESS
Make information Media, Public Workshops
available in accessible NGOs; MIB: | awareness and Panel
forms and local Media, in how to access discussions
languages, with particular services. Exclusive
emphasis on the visual vernacular interviews.
and hearing-impaired. services, Collaborate
GEMSA. with MIB.




Annex one: PARTICIPANT LIST

Event: From a campaign to an action plan workshop
Date: 03-05 July 2006
NAME Sex | ORGANISATION | PHONE FAX E MAIL
Natasha Tibinyane F Sister Namibia/KCR | 264 81 274 3257 | 264 61 236 371 ntibinyane@yahoo.com
Kerstin van Wyk F NBL 264 81 128 0398 | 264 61 228 927 johanniter@africaonline.com.na
Telwin D. Towoseb M NSHR/ TRP 264 61 236 183 / | towoseb@hotmail.com
264 61 230 710 nshr@nshr.africa.com
Linda Baumann F The Rainbow 230 710 or 081 264 61 240 765 linda@trp.org.na
Project 252 8259
Caroline Gaoses F NWN 246 401 or 081 264 61 247 581 nwn@iway.na
278 7258
Gisella Classen F Matisa Trust 081 204 2188 264 61 235 598 matisa.trust@gmail.na
Josef Gariseb M Namibian Paralegal | 236 318 264 61 267 765
Assoc. (NPA)
Sarry Xoagus-Eises F GEMSA 081 220 0925 264 61 252 822 sxoaguseises@yahoo.com
Trevor G. Gariseb M Namibia 062 523 094
Kate Newman F UNESCO k.newman@unesco.org
Louisa T. April F Graca Foundation apriltekla@yahoo.com
Hannah Haraes F NBC 067 303 762 067 302 548 hharaes@nbc.com.na
Rachel Freeman F Private Social 264 61 226 804 / | 264 61 226 804 rfreeman@mweb.com.na
Worker 226 837 / 264 81
252 0601
Rosalinde Skrywer F MISA Namibia 264 81 293 0451 | 264 61 236 054
Support Staff / 264 61 236 069
Margaret S. Kalo F Constituency 264 81 258 1511 | 264 61 248 138 ms@iway.na
Channel / 264 61 248 616




NAME Sex | ORGANISATION | PHONE FAX E MAIL
Rossy Suchus F Matisa Trust 264 81 260 2828 | 264 61 235 598 matisa.trust@gmail.na
/ 264 61 235 598
Jane Hauya F NBC - Radio 264 81 307 9912 | 264 61 216 648 Jhauya2001@yahoo.com
Reinhilde Ausiku F Constituency 264 81 285 2718
Channel
Eben-Ezer K. F Constituency 264 61 81 208 ebenx101@yahoo.com
Channel 6680
Nora Ndopu F UNESCO 264 61 291 7209 | 264 61 291 7220 | n.ndopu@unesco.org
/ 264 81 128
3294
Lucia Engombe F NBC 264 81 294 4536 | 264 61 231 889 lengombe@nbc.com.na
Eric Libongani M MISA Secretariat 264 61 232 975 264 61 248 016 resource@misa.org
Sonja Gierse-Arsten University of
F Cologne, Germany | 264 81 202 4820 Sonja.Gierse-Arsten@gmx.net
(attached to LAL)
Doreen Nguvenjengua F NBC 264 81 255 3416 | 264 61 291 2135 | dtjirava@nbc.com.na
Michael Conteh M GTRP, UNAM 264 61 206 3954 | 264 61 206 3268 | mconteh@unam.na
/ 264 81 203
3929
Belinda Beukes F GEMSA 264 81 306 1153 | 264 61 252 825 gemsabeukes@yahoo.com
Divine Afuba M SADC PF 264 81 216 2265 | 264 61 254 642 dafuba@sadcpf.org
Gayatri Datar Namibia Women’s | 264 81 308 8821 gdatar@fas.harvard.edu
Network
Ngamane Kanaihe-Upi M Guvi Solutions 264 81 279 2332 ngamane55@yahoo.com
Rosa Namises F WSN 264 81 252 5243 | 264 61 256 954 vrnamises@yahoo.co.uk
Ritha A. Njamba F NGO 264 81 200 1009 | 264 61 261 485
Representative
Laimi Hainghumbi F WBC TV 264 81 274 3274 | 264 61 216 648 lhainghumbi@nbc.com.na




