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Draft Voice and Choice Summit Gala Dinner and Awards Programme 

Date: Tuesday, 17 March 2026
Venue: Kopanong Hotel and Conference Centre, 
Address: 243 Glen Glory Rd, Norton’s Home Estates, Benoni 
Time: 18h00 -22h00

Objectives of the Gala Dinner

1. Celebrate the achievements and impact of Gender Links grantees, Fellows, Sunrise Campaign entrepreneurs, partners, and members of the Southern Africa Gender Protocol Alliance.
2. Formally confer certificates to graduates of the Gender Links Academy in recognition of their successful completion of course requirements.
3. Award graduation certificates to Gender Links interns in acknowledgement of their professional development and contribution to the organisation.
4. Present certificates of recognition to the Voice and Choice Summit winners and runners-up in each category.

MC: Tabetha Kanengoni-Malinga

	Time 
	Agenda Item 
	Who 

	18h00 - 18h30 
	Guest arrival & photo opportunity 
	All Guests  

	18h30 - 18h35  
	Welcome, Introduction of dignitaries  
	Board Chair: Emily Brown

	18h35 - 18h40 
	Opening remarks & Purpose of the Learning and Sharing Summit 
	Tabetha Kanengoni-Malinga

	18h40 - 18h45 
	Messages from funding partners 
	EU  Jyrki Torni, Head of Section: Global Gateway Infrastructure & Green Transition at the EU Delegation

	18h45 - 18h50 
	
	GAC - High Commissioner James Christoff

	18h55 - 19h00
	
	IMS -Fridah Githuku
Head Programme, Women’s Rights

	19h00 - 19h05
	Entertainment
	Toshi and Nadia (Marang)

	19h05 - 19h10
	GL Academy and Interns graduation Commencement Address 
	Sarah Mistry 

	19h10 - 19h30
	Conferring of graduation certificate (Hybrid)

	
	Fundraising and sustainability
	Colleen Lowe Morna

	
	Gender and inclusion
	

	
	Gender and climate justice
	Susan Tolmay

	
	Results and Communication for Change
	Fanuel Hadzizi

	
	Mainstreaming SOGIE: Changing discourse and shifting narratives
	Lusanda Mamba

	
	Self-Care
	Vivian Bakainaga

	
	GL Interns Graduation
	Thenjiwe Ngcobo

	19:30 - 19:35
	Entertainment- Song 
	Carren Liando (RWVL/WOSSO Fellow)

	19h35 - 19h40
	Messages from the grantees 
	(Sunrise Project Entrepreneur)

	19h40 - 19:45
	
	Najeebah Nabeebaccus (Marang Grantee)

	19:45 - 19:50
	
	Eucharia Nkengafack (WOSSO Alumnus)

	19:50 - 19:55
	
	Jamilla Jade Madingwane (RWVL Grantee)

	19:55 - 20:30
	Summit Awards 
	Nomthandazo Mankazana

	20:30 – 20:35
	Sunrise:
-Entrepreneurship: 
1. New
2. Established
	Start-Up Category Judges
1. Philly Kamela
2. Zanele Mthembu
3. Boitumelo Koena
Established Category Judges
1. Serame Motlogelwa
2. Ntombekaya Sibali
3. Patricia Mabula

	20:35 – 20:40
	-Media: 

	Denis Ithier and Gladness Munuo


	20:40 – 20:45
	-Stories of Change: 
1. Economic and climate Justice
2. SRHR
3. Ending GBVF
	Economic and climate Justice
Maureen Tresha

SRHR

Ending GBVF
Nzira De Deus
Seabata Makoae

	20:45 – 20:50
	-Change Strategies: 
1. Movement building
2. Strategic litigation & policy change
3. Communication, advocacy & outreach
	Cindy Kelani
Emma Kaliya


	20:50 – 20:55
	- Leadership: 
1. Youth Leadership
2. Drivers of change
	Makoae Seabata

	20:55 – 21:00
	- Organisational: 
1. Finance & Compliance
2. Fundraising & Sustainability
3. Organisational growth & development
	Nana Gleeson 
Mabela Lehloanye


	
	Summit Winners, Academy Graduates and Interns Group Photo
	

	
	Dinner  
	 

	21h00 - 22h00 
	DJ Entertainment & dancing  
	 DJ Roy
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Time    Agenda Item    Who    

18h 0 0   -   18h 3 0    Guest arrival   & photo opportunity    All Guests     

18h 3 0   -   18h 35     Welcome,   Introduction of dignitaries     Board Chair: Emily Brown  

18h 35   -   18h 40    Opening remarks   & Purpose of the  Learning and Sharing Summit    Tabetha Kanengoni - Malinga  

18h 40   -   18h 45    Messages from  funding partners   EU     Jyrki Torni, Head of Section: Global  Gateway Infrastructure & Green Transition at  the EU Delegation  

18h 4 5  -   18h 50     GAC   -   High Commissioner James Christoff  

18h 5 5   -   1 9 h 00   IMS   - Fridah Githuku   Head Programme, Women ’s  Rights  

19h00  -   19h05  Entertainment  Toshi and Nadia   (Marang)  

19h0 5  -   19h 10  GL Academy   and Interns   graduation  Commencement Address    Sarah Mistry   

19h10  -   19h30  Conferring of graduation certificate   (Hybrid)  

Fundraising and sustainability  Colleen Lowe Morna  

Gender and inclusion  

Gender and climate justice  Susan Tolmay  

Results and Communication for Change  Fanuel Hadzizi  

Mainstreaming SOGIE: Changing  discourse and shifting narratives  Lusanda Mamba  

Self - Care  Vivian Bakainaga  

GL Interns Graduation  Thenjiwe Ngcobo  

