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A traditional Zulu homestead, a central house with smaller houses around it for the wives Photo: Digital Journal
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By Bafana Khumalo

Discussions on polygamy are critical in the context of a transforming continent. This
is a long overdue discussion, given the many challenges related to gender transformation.
Many argue that culture and cultural practices are sacrosanct and rigid. Yet, nothing
could be further from the truth. Evidence the world over shows that culture, by its
very definition, is dynamic and transient. Culture adapts and responds to changing environments
and contexts.

The collection of stories in this booklet presents various scenarios of polygamous relationships,
chronicling the current and past experiences lived by men and women across the Southern
African Development Community region, including South Africa, Swaziland, Malawi, Mozambique,
Zambia and Zimbabwe, as well as Senegal. Each writer shares their own account of living in
polygamous relationships and what this has meant for them as women, men and children.

Polygamy is a controversial practice characterised by contestations and debates, especially
in this era of human rights discourse. Gender equality discourses are a subject of great interest
worldwide, and no less on the African continent. Pivotal questions are - “Does polygamy
promote gender equality? Is it beneficial to both parties (men and women) equally? Does it
advance a human rights culture?”

In many discussions of polygamy, the negative aspects take centre stage, especially the
disempowerment of women. However, the stories contained within are not all negative. Positive
success stories do exist in certain cultural settings and individual families. It is natural that
some harmonious and successful polygamous families exist, because people are different —
in terms of personal ethics or responsibility, commitment to their varied faiths and self-control.
Each polygamous family unit is unique, and because of this it becomes difficult to make
generalised assertions.

However, the practice of polygamy is generally viewed as detrimental to the advancement of
women’s rights as it relies on patriarchy and subordination, which infringes on the freedom
of choice and expression. This may also happen when it comes to important issues like
reproductive health, access to treatment, the right to negotiate safer and satisfying sex. This
is particularly important because there is also debate about whether multiple partners within
a union increases (as a result of more partners) or decreases (because men are less likely to
“go outside”) risk of HIV transmission.
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Evidence from latest research on HIV prevalence in the sub-Saharan region suggests that
multiple concurrent partnerships are one of the key drivers of the pandemic. It is worrying that
some young men today claim to invoke the cultural practice of polygamy to justify their
indiscretions related to risky sexual behaviours (that is culturally justifying multiple partners
outside of marriage).

What is also common in these stories as a running thread is the fact that this practice is
essentially about satisfying men’s needs. It would be interesting to specifically explore to what
extent women feel their needs are met in these relationships or, better still, an assessment of
women'’s perspectives on polyandry?

Perhaps time has come for societies to challenge notions of masculinity, expose its weaknesses
and create space for men to interrogate themselves on these critical issues. Men associate
masculinity with status, prestige, power and control. Yet, men’s health and well-being are also
jeopardised by these rigid gender roles. Perhaps it is time to discard notions of masculinity
and femininity, to be replaced by notions of humanity. Our needs and emotions are the same,
with our differences being mostly biological.

This series of “I” Stories avoids the often misleading limitations of generalisations by providing
snapshots of the life experiences of people from polygamous families. These stories also give
vivid impressions of emotions and personal opinions on the subject — invaluable insights based
on personal experiences.

These stories present an opportunity to “step into the shoes,” so to speak, of the polygamous
lifestyle from different roles; be it from the heart of the wife or daughter or the eyes of the father
or son. These very different perspectives point out the challenges that the complexities of
polygamy pose in the present context of gender work and the spread and impact of HIV and
AIDS.

This book sets the stage for that vital public engagement on this important subject, a discussion
that needs to be brought into the public space. | am certain that this book will go a long way
towards this eventuality.

Bafana Khumalo is a Co-founder and Co-director of Sonke Gender Justice Network. Bafana served as the Deputy
Chairperson of the National Commission on Gender Equality from 2000-20086. Prior to being appointed to the CGE
in 2001 he was a Pastor and Director of the Lobethal Lutheran Conference Centre and later the Executive Director
of the Lutheran Communion in Southern Africa (LUCSA) where he managed the SADC Region. At the CGE he has
assisted National and Provincial Departments of Government to plan and co-ordinate many activities related to
men, gender and HIV/AIDS.


Guest
Rectangle


A wovd ﬁfom/ the editor

Deborah Walter

Although still widely practiced both in Africa and around the world, the practice of
polygamy is seldom spoken of. In South Africa, the issue leapt to center stage during
the run up to the 2009 presidential elections. The sudden interest was not surprising
- after all, how many countries have a polygamous president in its highest offices?

Questions of culture
Heading into the polls, the polygamous lifestyle of Jacob Zuma, leader of the African
Natlonal Congress (ANC) became a hotly debated topic of discussion, especially amongst gender
and women’s rights activists. Mainstream media focused on such logistical matters as security costs
and which wife would accompany the new President during official functions. Gender Links (GL) and
partners held a “Great Debate,” televised by SABC International and
published several opinion pieces through the GL Commentary Service

tevgmrs

on the topic. Traditionalists argued cultural choice, while gender activists
questioned polygamy’s place in a constitutional democracy.

Amongst all the debate, the voices and the views of those most “in the
know,” women and men living in polygamous relationships were virtually
non-existent. Recognising the importance of these missing voices, Gender
Links embarked on this “I” Stories project to collect personal accounts
of women, men and children from polygamous unions.

The first section of this book shares stories from writers questioning
cultures, beginning with a Zambian gender activist who grew up, very
happily, with three mothers. This story, in which each wife lives an
empowered and independent life, shows the complexity of views on
polygamy and the tensions of questioning cultures. Yet, other stories paint
a different picture, in which culture literally traps women. Shocked to learn
she was the eleventh wife, Tholakele Dlamini recalls, “He married me
through the Swazi law and custom, that meant no going back.” Though
Mozambican Isabella Jaime’s father is a traditional healer with 5 wives
and over 18 children, her feeling is that “most people still think in the past and that is why they justify
polygamous practices.”

Polygamous families

The second section focuses on multiple wives. Several stories recall emotional, physical, and financial
abandonment by husbands and families and gives insight into the pain some women face, for
example, if pregnancy does not follow marriage quickly or family favours another wife. There are also
two sets of stories, from husbands and wives, which candidly tell of some of the problems, but also
give some insight as to how these families function successfully - “talking is the only solution,” says
Zabele Mirole.

The third section includes stories of growing up in polygamous homes. Whether be it experience,
or growing up in a more “modern” age, many children from polygamous families are critical of what
they see as the competition for scarce resources, confusion, and unhappiness of mothers in these
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relationships. “... focus on what it does to the children, what good does it do
them when they live amongst feuding adults,” suggests Mwiindi Himaambo.
Worse, are accounts of children mistreated by the mothers who are not biologically

their own.

Violence at home

The last section shares stories of gender violence. Some say that the unequal,
patriarchal nature of polygamy, as well as tensions existing in such homes,
can lead to gender violence - not just physical but also emotional and financial.
As well, there are those who hide behind the banner of culture to make excuses

“Polygamy is fair since both
the senior wife and the new
one have to agree on the
marriage. The marriage
cannot continue without the
senior wife's consent. The
imposition of the idea of
equality of gender is not
compromised because the
husband does not deal with
his wives as ‘half-wives’ but
as complete human beings.”
- Zimbali Kwela, response to
article on Mail and Guardian
Online

for multiple partners and even sexual abuse. “My stepfather used to come to
me and say he wanted to sleep with me, saying that | was his second wife,”

says Nomsa, though she was just a child at the time. However, statistics show us that gender violence
is as prevalent in homes with one husband and one wife - perhaps this points to a need to talk about
gender equality in every kind of relationship - polygamous, monogamous, cohabitation, etc. The final
story, from a male gender activist in Zimbabwe offers a more positive view - with three wives, Elliot
Makumbe became a gender activist with Padare men’s group, and now ascribes to the ideal that
“men of quality are not afraid of equality.”

HIV/AIDS

The final two stories of the book are accounts from women who contracted HIV in polygamous
relationships. There are many people who propose that polygamy helps to reduce HIV prevalence
as it keeps multiple sexual relationships within a family unit. Yet, for these women, polygamy was

“Polygamy is not a function of any
particular culture; it is a function
of patriarchy. The definition of this
is the superiority of men over
women. And if we accept that this
is an unacceptable ideology, as
much as apartheid was a function
of racism and we rejected it, if we
reject sexism, we cannot subscribe
to a system where men can have
many wives, but women can not
have many husbands.”

no protection from HIV. As Helena Eduardo recalls, after accepting her
husband’s second wife, “Armando started to have other relationships and
he would lie to both of us about his whereabouts.” Mavis Muunga also
contracted HIV from her husband, and wonders if she had accepted her
brother-in-laws offer of marriage, “most likely, he and his wives would also
have been infected with HIV/AIDS and later died.”

Talking about gender

All of these accounts offer food for thought about gender and gender equality,
and questions some of our assumptions about polygamy. It’s a choice say
proponents - but stories show women who expected to be the only wife,

- Colleen Lowe Morna, GL Executive

women pressured by husbands and family, or who lacked the economic
power to disagree - and none of these offer choice, even if the person says
“yes'”

Women cannot be happy or empowered in polygamous relations say some - but accounts show
there can be a different side. There is happiness, joy, and co-operation in polygamous families. These
stories also portray rigid gender roles not only cause problems for women, but men also. As it stands,
men face incredible pressure to reproduce quickly, provide for families, and be the glue that holds
the family together.

As one of the first of its kind, those culturally attached to polygamy and those vehemently against
are likely to read this book. We ask that everyone read it with an open mind, hear the stories and
voices reflected in these accounts (and ask “Are the people happy? Is this the best for our daughters
and sons? Are their needs and rights taken care of?”). There is much to be learned from these small
glimpses into others’ lives.

We welcome your comments and contributions, please email editor@genderlinks.org.za
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polygamous family

By Lusungu Banda,* Zambia

I have three mothers and, eleven n'élénﬁ;. Growing up in a small community, our home
appeared no d(‘jfermt ﬂom other Wﬁa fmoém where several generations lived toﬁat/wr.

We moved to a bz'ﬁﬂar town when I was in /ulj/v school where I had, myﬁmﬁ encounter
with nwclea//famdm I was quite shocked, tofémé that some of my Wﬁmd/: had their
own bedrooms, with just two or three stblings, and did not live as we did, almost one on
top of the other. Our Fogfﬂmm fW was unusual in this new-town, but %people were
curious, t/wy kept it to themselves.

We lived as a bt&g fW with children :7mé/7£m:7 and competing for attention. We lived
as W baj famdm children quéZm;q competing ﬁ)r attention. Q‘M’y one ofw: shouted
maaah,” whichever mother responded fw;t was the one we were lookm_g for

Lonly ﬁ)MwL out that mother number three was wy biological mother when I was involved
tn an accident at 17, and had to have a blood donation. I learnt later that all the children
ﬁ'ﬁmfed out who their béoéoﬁéwvé mother was (in similar circumstances, in their teens,
when t/@/ needed a genetic /u}:tor/v for school or soma‘w. That information came too
late i our lives to o/wmﬁe how we related to each other, as age group and, interests had
already formed bonds and alliances.

In 1985 during the Bedjing corg‘ermc&, there was a lot ofmék about gender equ,alaj/ and,
(ts assoclated issues ofdé:crmwww&om and empowerment. At that time, I was writing for
A WOMAN'S News service. Pog/jam}/ was :Mﬁéwé out for discussion, and I was asked to do
some research and write stories on the topic.
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I cannot recall whether I was told to look for only the neqativity or bad th about
poé/ﬁw, or whether I ;me/y wanted to join the /mye wave that said fwg/jw was an
aﬁront to the rz&g/uf: of women. As the stories beﬁm to ﬂour, I beﬁm to absorb what I was
writing. 1f there was a bad word associated with Pﬁéljw, you bet I could fwwﬁ another
more o/j‘emm word to describe it. I wrote it all.

This began to fracture my relationship with my famoé/ I sawrmy mothers as characterless
wives, anonymous, weak, disempowered and abused women. I saw my fa/t/wr as this
misoqynist, a weak charvacter whose “‘manliness” was derived from/ éordmﬂ over helpless
women. Ibejmto disrespect them and attacked their way zy‘%&é«,my articles, calémﬁ
them moéudo’:edzmrpfewa(ﬁ to my mothers’ as lving in havem, in my more milder
articles.

There came w point when my older n’élénﬁ; ordered the rest oft/wfaméé/ not to have
contact with me until I beﬂm to show- some respect for the fW, &:pecmlé/ the mothers.

It was wWWdod/ﬁw me; I realé/ missed, m;vﬁwwé/, &:peaialé/ Wfather.

One of my mothers’ (number two) finally had enough and literally pulled me by the ear
and dvove me to the famoé/ compound where the fW asked me very fwmé/ axact@z
w%mtmy problem with our home lffe was.

Put dufecté/ like that, I was a little tonﬁm’/téed because I was éemﬁ asked, to talk about
myfm/t/wé/ and, notpoé/jwﬂwdé/ 1 began /)}/ making a spirited attack on how the
religion of Islam is practiced, (which was as good as bla/fp%wny i our household) saying
men had twisted the prophets words so that t/pg/ could, be polygamists, when it was quite
clear thatpoé/ﬂw tn Islam was mé/ allowed, in times ofwzw to protect women.

I then requigitated the wsual arquiments how- it was unacceptable for & man to want or
have more than one Wa gfwvmen/ could not have more than one husband. I said it was
not WM Po::éééefor Wim to love and bafm to all oft/wm/. Someone was bound, to
:ij‘er. I said plural wives :Mﬁerwé the WW of :/wzn'%ﬁ the a/j‘wféom of one man,
making him th@fomépodmf oft/wér Uves, turning him inito wjodféék&f@u/& where
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everyone ﬁ'ﬁ/u‘: ﬁ)r his fowow I talked about /wurma/n‘aﬁa was about commitment to one
thr, not many.

My mother (number one) thew asked me if 1, or any of my siblings, were in any way
dysfunctional (my siblings are all high achievers, I am the only one without a PRD). Did
we suffer any lack or abuse while growing up because we were in a polygamons households
No, we did not-

M/vfat/wr asked me to VW on who owned the wealth in t/w/fqu My mothers’ had,
come tnito thelr marviages with fwt/w'nﬁ, but between them had two supermarkets, three
service stations, a garage and a nursery school. Also, t/ua/ had all built houses for their
parents. While my fm&h&r’r wealth was for the fam@/, each mothers’ wealth was hers alone.
50 how-could, I describe my mothers’ as weak unempowered people?

My oldest sister, a divorced n’ngl& parent, reminded me the mothers were the people who
wenit to school meetings and helped with 12 sets of homework. We always had the forst
and best, whether it was the latest fM/LéoM or bérthda}/ parties, and our home was always
popular because oft/w homemade ﬂoodéa, unlike some of our ﬁ/umdf whose mothers were
too bm/v.

We also had more choices than omfﬁlee#wér did. We went to mother number two 7‘%
were i trouble at school, with the neéjkéow: or our ﬁmmd/f, as she was the mder:taﬂdmﬁ
one. Mother number three was the domestic one, she did all our cakes and dresses, while
mother one was the nurse. Her point was there was szg/s a mother Mobmd/far us at any
one time, :omet/w'nﬁ her own children do not have as she is MW@/S wvrk//'«ﬁ.

Al my mothers said that gft/uy had another chance, t/wy would, still enter into a
f@é/jmowf marriage. T/zg/ pointed out that my fa/t/wr treated them well, was never
abusive and supported them in whatever t/Lg/ were domg T/wa/ asked me to point out
any weakness or Wt/w'nj that takes away ﬂom their lives /7}/ beénﬁ i a pog/ﬁmom
relationship. Naturally, t/wy also pointed out that bad marviages are just that, whether
(tisin [m)é/jzmg/ or i mono relationships. In their opinion, there are just as many divorces
and abusive situations in mono relationships.
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My mothers M}/fﬁé/ﬁw has éeen/jwmwéadnam&é/v those who want to use it as an
excuse to have sex with young jérk or many women or peof:l& who want to have extra
marital AfWr and call it W a second home or “small house.”

Accora{mﬁ to mother number one, when she married my fat/wr she assumed, like everyone
else, that she would be the ong/ mfe/. When anther told her he wanted to take another
wife, her only condition was that the new wife become a Muslim (mother two was
Catholic). Ten years later, when mother number three came along, the two mothers were

prepared and helped her blend into th&fmmg/

Based, on my own experience, I know-and have lived the ‘_‘700&(/”’ side ofpogzﬁamy and, feeé
trwé/ blessed, to Wwfaméé/ such as mine. I wvwldm’thaw&zltw other way. But does
that mean that y‘ I fu«wL @ “good” man like my fwt/wr and “Good women” like my mothers
as co-wives, vawldaﬁrwto bewWMWa?[mmtmm It/wn/cyowhawato a have
@ WLkMofth to :/m,ra)/omf husband. I know I dow't have (t.

* pot her real name.

17
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I don’t see nglfeéfim a
poézjamow: marriage

By Isabella Jaime with Fred Katerere, Mozambique

My name (s ImbeéleWaM[mwzo/vw old Grade 12 SfWLtW i Maputo.
M/vfwtker is a traditional healer who Mﬁmmmmmtm 18 children, t/wu:g/t/
he could have more children and wives who are not known to th&fm@

Since he became popular 18 years aqo, he has had several ofw; of women. Sometimes,

when he treats people who cannot pay, t/ug/ offer héwoww?@%tk&plawofmomy

Alt/wuﬁ/p I have grown up in the fam(,é/ where my fat/wr had pride in his Foé/ﬁamom
status, I cannot imagine ”’9’”9[ getting into my mother’s shoes é}/ marvying a man who
has other wives, or will think of/ww#u be&'/@ wpoé/ﬂxwu}:t

I detest the (dea, é%malmermhowwmmfw because he cannot meet their
needs. For us children, it was on/y wl&w@fwwﬁo Wed/tojo to school.

our ﬁw/w/ never gave us the love that children should get ﬁom their faf/wrf. When he
was not away on his endless W&V(ﬁ ervands, he would be /714/5)/ rotating avound houses
of/u): wives. At times, wewvuéoénotkmwwﬁem/wmforwww&

It is a bad experience that I would not want to happen to my childven and me. I would
like to alwuy: be toﬁather with wy childven and husband, in jood/ or bad times.

What I also detest in a pﬁé/ﬂmou/; marriage is the ﬁwf that women are sort of put in
competition’ with each other, as each woman vies to attract the attention (ft/w husband,
It is because oft/u): competition that many women die of éeénﬁ either poisoned, or otherwise
WMed/b)/ the wives of/wr husband.
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IW@:MW&W&:WWMW ruval home, where a woman was hacked to death
b/v tket/wrdsza of/w,r husband. T/wugmmt/m#pen&daﬁw the women had a
démﬁreementom howto use mwmmbmmﬂmmw buy food/md/clofkénﬁ
fort/w(lr children.

With examples like these, I feel men who decide on having polygamons marriages want
to make women and children suffer. 1 have seen how- children in polygamons marriages
are never /mpﬁ/ bacama,forazchd&étoﬁrowufzand/ba /mpf}/, he or she needs to baléw’«ﬁ
with both their parents.

T/L&pmb[em that I have seen in Mozmabiqow is that most people still think in t/w/pa/:t
and that is w@/ t/@/ jmtgﬁ/ poé/jxmom practices.

I woudd lead the debate on Wb«pog/jmm marriages in Mommbéqm/ 7‘ I had the
resources to mobilise people or even petition Wléa,mmt to approve a law-that will pro/u,'bo't
a man ﬁom marvying more than one w?‘&.

713
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Fovced into Wriaﬁ&
By Lozitha Hlandze, Swaziland

My name is Lozitha HWZ&W[MSG/W{ old. [WEMfWMWMW%%fM
Lubombo region offwwzélmw& I'm a mother of;o'x,- fow éo)/: and, two jéréf. I sell wild ﬁ’Mtf

to feed/ my fW

M/vfméé/fomedmto marry, wtt/wagaofw, a man who was much older than I was.
I'm still marvied to Wowétkouﬁ/vhe is now nearing 70 years old. When 1 got married
to this man, /L&Weady/md/él wives.

My marviage was discussed, between wy parents and my husband, When my jmndmotker
told me the news, I knew I was not interested. She then threatened to tie my lej; with
aloe leaves, and %t/mfuéedﬁ tﬁg/ were Going to ma/cefére/ L//bfh&jojo’: hut and tie me
upside down, while fawmg the ﬁ'r&. I Lmaﬁmd/ the torture and I aﬁreed/ to go.

My arvival was met with mo'xed/feeémﬁ:ﬂom/ the other wives. They did not want to see
wme. I was told that I would, take ordersﬂom/ t/wﬁ}mf w1fa, who treated me like a slave.
“Do this, don't do that” was the order oft/w W.

J’W&Ijotmm%eoﬂto t/mfaw my Z{fam been hell. I never e&g/oyedwymé‘/wmbemm&
I did not love the man. Iwwraﬁm;d/to talk to MW&WWWW! W&Wf on his
side, while I had no one to lean on.

During my Wé/ years ofma//m’aﬁa, I was not allowed to g0 home nor interact with other
women. I was not allowed, to take my children to school.

I nowr stay in my own home, which my husband does not bother visiting.

Ina poé/jamom' @@, one learns very little that is jood/, but a lot ofézw(/ t/w'nﬁ:. I do not
want my children to be like me.
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Kicked out after
mbmm

8y Tholakele Dlamini; Swaziland

My name is Tholakele Dlamini. I am 48 years old. I stay at Sigeinent. [Waﬁuac/wldre/@
three éo)/: and two ﬁérk I depend on piece jobs ﬁfom/ my mu'ﬁ/abows.

I was married to wpoe/jmm man who was much older than I was, Mt/wag&ofzz.
Wmlfémfswthd:mam I kinew he was older than I was, bwtlméwubrouﬁ/wuf
to understand that older men are caring. T/w/ﬁm,‘da)/ I went to see /mfm% he married
m&t/woaﬁhz the Swazi law and custom, that meant no going back. I was the eleventh
wife. This was a shock. I did not know this épfomlma/réw{/hm

Every W&W@Wto W;#WWGWM The husband had a hut to /wm/;eé‘

where he would call a woman to com&m:pmwm'ﬁhtwithm I was told that the
issue (f ;Zeepwﬁ tojet/wr with the childven was to protect the w?@ from secvet lovers.

I was not allowed to wear shoes and I wore [onﬁ aprons. The /LOMW duties were
divided among the wives in a rotational manner.

M)/fémf born child was a/jéré and, that’s when my Zg‘e became sour. My in-laws, Monﬁ
with the other wives, said the child did not édonﬂ to the fawwé/ Aqain, my second child
was a/ji///. This time my mother-in-law-decided I should have my own home to raise
‘these prostitutes,” as she called them. M ty husband did not visit me anymore and he

continued to marry more women.

In 2001 my husband died. I was not involved in the burial discussions Mt/wug/p my
children were considered, as heirs to their fm&h&r After the funeral, the family told me
to leave with wy parents and the girls, but leave W)/f/ul/(ﬁ else behind. My in-laws said,
I did not work for the t/w'nﬁ: I had. Even t/waﬁ/z/ the ﬁérk are mf&, t/wy are :tmgﬁlénﬁ
to get Wéo/vmmt stnce t/ua/ are uneducated. Now I am poor. It looks as %I never had

anything in wmy life.
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Pénaliser la/pog/jzwu'&m nom

de nos valeuyrs communes
By Salla Dieny, fénéjzw

Mon histoirve et celle de ma mére sont les deux facettes dun méme médaillon. Cest la
premiére foo‘: que fe parle ouvertement du sujet de la poé/jowala car je suis convaincue
de la nécessité de se départiv de toute réserve et d/agér Zor:qow que se présentent des causes
a defe/ulre.

Ce quimattriste le plus, cest le fm,t que ma mére ait anw départ accepté le vile de coépouse.
Mais e pense plutst quelle a accepté ce qui lui a été imposé pour «sauver la fm». Jal
Limpression que dauntres éojéqw ont aussi dicté som choix, entre autres, celle de ma

ﬂafr&e et la mienne et cela n,afa,ot 7w’ﬂj'omfer a ma colére. Mais cela me pousse ausst &

Laction car ma mérve a fi choisi Loption de sortie ou «Lexit option ». Auvais-fe
7/

fmlt le choix de rester ou de partiv si javais été a sa place, avec six e{y‘Wr sur les bras,

dont deux ayant moins de dix ans? Honnbtement, je ne sais pas.
4 J pas

Il y @ quatve ans, mon pére décide de prendre une seconde épouse. Cela se produit un an
apres mon départ pour la. France. Ma réaction est alors trés violente car ma ﬁw/wéle est
au courant de ma position trés nette sur la question de poé/_gmw'& Le ﬁulw dans mon dos
est une trahison. Je refuse donc de parler & mon pére pendant une période assez longue.

Certains penseront biew sir au complexe dvedipe mais je jmtﬁemz& mon ressentiment par
le ﬂu,t que mon pére et moi avions une relation tres complice - la méme diaillenrs qw’éé
awvalt avec tous ses WW; -, secoudbe par des ﬂéotéom pmfoo;, duw fMt de la mamfama’om
de mon désir d'indépendance, mais avec une certaine connivence intellectuelle. Cette
relation était basée sur le respect; sur le fau,t que nous adhérions aux mémes principes que

lui et ma meére ont mis tant danndes a nous WW et 714,& me sont vestés.
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Devinez donc le déchivement que je ressens lor:qzw J apprends la nowvelle par ma ﬁmnda
seewr, puls par ma mere; alors que mon pére ne dit rien. Plus tard, pour &xpﬁqw et
ju/:tW le ﬁwt qu'il ne me Lait pas annoncé lui-méumee, dauntres personnes viennent me
dive qw’éé saqit dune afu’m entre mon pére et ma mére. Et que par conséquent, je nak

pas drvoit an WF&

Je trouve cela inadmissible. Aprés plus de 20 années de vie commune aw cours desquelles
mon pére maintenait sa fmwl[e aw sens nucléaire du terme, le voila qui décide d'inclure
une tierce personne dans NOS vies. Et on vient me dive que je wai pas «droit aw chapitre»?

Je remets en question et fustige ces tabous et ces traditions qui nous maintiennent, nous
Aﬁ/écmlm dans //ay‘ame de Uhumanité, dans la nuit de Lignorance, dw passéisme, de
Lattentisme et du sous-développement. Pendant mes 22 ans dexistence, [ai ew comme
jm'des dewx personnes que je chérissais, pour soudain me poser cette amere question :
«Connalssais-je mon propre pére?», «Quand est-ce que Uintimité du couple devient une
question dordre plus Wjemen/t fwméééal&?»

A partir de la a commencé pour mol une lonﬂmpm& de doute, de dépression; de
:oajjﬁfmcadamma/ckw;r et dans mon coeur, de maunx sur laqmj&m’a/rwzlapmd/
mettre un nom. Je pouvais rester assise une journée; les yeux dans le vide. Puis, la colére
explosait: je raccrochais & o/mqu,& foo: que mon pére essayait de me joindre par téléphone.
Jécrivais des lattm:ﬂem a ma mére - lettres dans lesquelles, je tentais de la pousser a
la révolte.

Je regrettais que mon pére accepte de faire ses enfants subly les affres et les drames de la
mg/jmw'e qui étaient étalés tous les jours dans les jowrnamnx & la prge des fMts divers.
Drames dont lwfaméé[edemmér& M&Mmmfwl&:ﬂm deux ans plus tot, en
manquant de pew Léclatement avec des problémes d/’hén'taﬁa & la mort de mon ﬁVﬂ/’Lé{r
pere maternel; poé/jow/w lui aussi.

Le fawt de gm/wﬁdr dans une ﬁwwde Fv@ﬂm devrait-elle /Mtg‘wr que ma mére dotve
subir le poids du déterminisme de son envivonnement, et ma réaction west-elle jamais
que le résultat Mfm que jat grandi dans une famille monogame? Je ne pense pas car
Je waccorde auncun crédit an déterminisme qui West, & mon sens, quun des multiples
visages de la poéafaqt/w duw bouc émissaire.
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jamﬂrwww&mérwrﬁmmwz}, nicen les autves. ] ab méme coupé les ponts avec
mes meillewrs amis, qui, pourtant, mdemndwmqw%mm et avec qui fe ne suis
pravenue & ravoir des relations normales que récemment.

Passée cette phase de doute et de questionnements, cet événement traumatisant ma
poussée & prendre ma vie en mainy & vouloir aller de Lavant pour «étre le tapis rouge sur
leqbwé ma mere marcherait la téte haute». Ma mére a mufg‘w la brillante carriére
dartiste peintre qui ;’o/j‘mo't w elle pour son couple et pour ses WW; mais elle devait
subir L’aﬁ%nﬁ d'avoir a «partager son homume». Existe-t-tl une chose plus intimement
horrible pour une fwwu&.? Combien de :wﬁw: seront exigés des femma: pour 714/&%&:
solent jugées «déjw» détre épargnies de la poé/jmu'&?

j’m}alor:d/écédéMW&V@M@%FMM&W/&MWWqMWV&%MW
rappelle le choix de mon pére, ni ses conséquences sur ma vie relationnelle et scolaire. jai
choist de minscrive dans une des plus prestiglenses universités francaises et je me suis
réfugide dans Lécriture qui est devenue ma meilleure amdie.

Clest ainsi que mon roman qui relate les relations entre une mére etm/ﬂda et les violences
de genre lmposées aux femme/: aﬁfécazlna:, a vw le jour, vingt ans aprés « Une st lonﬂm/
lettre » de Marviama BA. Mow roman était un /wmmaﬁe & cette dame qu; la premdiere
en Aﬁaqmﬁmcop%wn&, wﬁuit le choix de sépancher dans un roman et donc de raconter
onvertement les dvames de la/poé/jm/m'e et de sinscrive dans la éo'jnéa Mfemmwnw
afn'cam encore balbutiant.

La poé/jxméa est, & mes yeux, la form& de violence basée sur le genre, la plus pernicieuse,

amorale et Lnéqwétaﬁl& qui soit. Dlic, Jentends déja jronder la colére de 7»@[7% «mdles»
qui trowvent tnconcevables que les femma puissent penser & opter pour la poé/mcdrw
Jentends diict ceux qui crolent en une religion ow & la tradition, crier aw blasphéme. Et
pourtant, je maintiens ma position.

La po@ﬁm doct fzu/'m partie de ces protiques contre laqwd[a des sociétés toutes entiéres
se sont levées pour extger lewr interdiction dans les textes, au méme titve que les exécutions
sur les places Wépqu/e; ou L’&SW&, car ses conséquences sanitaires, soctales,
économiques mals surtout pf}/c/wlojigzwr, inmombrables et désastreuses, se perpétuent sur
plusienrs générations.
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Je ne demande pas cette abolition an nom d'une religion on da/ﬁwt que jen ai subl les
conséquences. Je déteste la stigmatisation ow la victimisation. Je choisis Lexpression vocale,
la «voice option » et je demande la pénalisation de MW%W an nom des valeurs
huwmaines que nous avons tous en comumun, homwmes on famme/:, Aﬁécu'/w:, Astatiques
ow vemant dauntves horizons, musulimanes, mormones, dautres re@iom «ou Sans re[{qéom».

Je demande Labolition de la polygancie au nom de Lamour qui ne doit pas souffrir duw
prrtage érigé en réjle, de ce que les Constitutions ow les traités se veulent porteurs, a
sawoly Légalité. Je wévoque pas Légalité dans le sens diavoir les mémes conditions mais
dans celui que les femumes ne souffrent pas diinégalités du fait qu'elles solent nées femunes
(sexe) et du fait que Lon sattende & ce quelles remplissent certains roles différents de
ceux assignés de facto aux hommes (genre,).

Je demande Labolition de la polygamie du fait que cest Lexpression dune supposée
domination dun sexe sur Lautre (comme sile fait détre née femme rendait insensible
 la douleur davoir & partager sa moitié et la rendait plus «aptes & étve coépouse!).

Je demande Labolition de la polygamie aun nom de ces milliers d/’e@‘mﬁ et d&fmm&:,

victimes ordinaires au courage extraordinaire qui dotvent satteler o/quw Jour & la
lourde tiche de la reconstruction, & surmonter cette éprenve, & ne pas reproduire ce
schéma ou & ne pas sombrer dans une profonde crise didentits.

EWI/, Je demande Labolition de lwfoé/jmwe en vertu du premier des articles de la
Déclavation Universelle des Droits de UHomme: « Tous les étves humains, naissent libres
et éqaunx, en déjm'té et en droits».
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La crise économd u&peutfmlm
régre::ar la po jamie/
By Amania, fénéjaé

Je suis profafwe darts plastiques et artiste peintre vivant an Sénéqal. Je vais vous parler
de la poéfjaméa telle que je Lai vécue, mais aussi de maniére ﬁén,ém[e

Le fénéﬁxé est un pays laic, ocv la V&ﬁﬁéo% musulmane est dominante avec 95% de
musulmans et 5% de protiquants dautres reléjiom. Donc, on ne peut parler de poé/jamw
sans pour autant évoquer un aspect ausst important que la r&&'ﬁdom

St, en tant 7wfmma,/upw accepter lwpo@yamé&, cest parce que fe suis musulimane,
croyante et vivant avec ma/foo Clest ce qui ma surtout aidée a accepter et & powvolr gérer
ma vie de fmme—poé/ﬁam& Clest pour vous dire que sans cette V&ééjéon/, telle que je la
protique, telle que je la connals, jamais je wanrais accepté de vivve la po%m

En ﬁu,t, cette Vd{lﬁéom estime que Lhomme est naturellement poé/ﬁam&. Et avant Lapparition
de UIslamy, L’/wmm&uimétambemoupd&fmm&g dans un harvem, comume il Lentendait.
LIslam est venu limiter la Pﬁé/ﬁm & quatre femm pour Lhomume quien a les moyens.
Dans tous les cas, cest une question de choix car auncune obl{gutéom ne pése sur les hommes

musubmans.

Vi ce passé, nous, femmu Aﬁmww;, voyons et vivons tous les jours avec une majorité
A hommes IMONOGAIMES-COUNeUN'S de jupons, & tort et & travers, avec des maitresses, des

«deuxtémes bureaux» comme on le dit localement.

Je wai pas choisi la polygamie, et pourtant, [ai accepté diavolr une coépouse. jai . préféré
mwm&wepﬁweoﬁ%owléeqm]ewww, an v et an su de tout le monde, 7%&%%
avolr une oﬁiowm qui existe et que je WaMrals jamals connue.
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Towtq%és, en ne tenant pas compte que de la reééjéom, on voit que la crise économique est
en train de fmp/ ses eyj‘at;. Entretenir une fem,me, une fmu,é[e déju pose probleme, & plus
forfa raison diew entretenir plusieurs.

Il est éja[emm nécessaire d/éuoqw Laspect sanitaive. Nous, personnes W&qma dans
un couple monogame, vivons tous les jours avec les risques lides anx Ilffectéom Sexuellement
Transmissibles dés quun des membres de cette relation vit avec une troisiéme personie.
Et si cette devniére a une Wwﬂ'om les autres ne sont ni protégés, ni bpargués. Cest encore
pire si cette Wectéom se nomume VIH/SIDA. Car ce sont des fm/mﬂ% entitres qui seront
décimées, surtout siles fréves diun pére de famille mort héritent de ses femumes (pratique
du lévirat) et quon ne sait pas de quoi est mort ce pére de famille.

Sur le plan pf/vc/wéoﬂéo]ow, i fW étre forte pour supporter une autve avec qui partager
Lhomme quon alme et avec qui Low a toufours vécu paisiblement. Cest lefaxﬁt de ne pas
supporter cette nouvelle situation qui améne cette Jadousie exacerbée et qui entraine les
coépouses & des actes de violence extréme comme sébouillanter, ou dautres choses atroces,
surtout st elles vivent sous le méme toit.

Donc il est impensable, et méme imprudent de réunir des coépouses sous un méme toit.
St Uhomme veut étre poé/jame, i fmt gw’d/ adt les moyens de le fm& La poé/ﬁcwu'e aun
COUL et fe Waural jamals accepté la cohabitation. Ma coépouse habite une autre ville.

Sur le plan relationnel; cela dépend de chaquemm& et de sa capacité de dépassement.
Clest donc un tout. St sur le plan pf/vc/wloﬁiqow, on waccepte pas Lautre, i Wy aura pas
de relation entre les coépouses. Personmellement, [entretiens de bonnes relations avec ma
coépouse et m/famééé& On sappelle de temps & autre, on se r%contrapmfov’: dans les

cérémondies...

Est-ce que notre relation serait pareille si nous vivions sous le méme toit? je ne le pense
pos. Auwvais-je pu la supporter, anvait-elle pu me tolérer? Est-ce que mes ay%mt; anvalent
pu la supporter? Je ne pense pas car mes enfants supportent Wwoéemm la présente
situation. Toutes ces questions famf 714/2'// sott prefémb[& de vivre séparés et de ne se rencontrer
qw’&wcédmtedemw%
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Elle est plus Agée que mol et na pas le méme nivean intellectuel. Peut étre est-ce cela
qui La rendue plus supportable a mes yewx. St elle était plus jeune et plus instruite,
Lawrais-fe supporté? Je ne crois pas. Janrais été plus jalouse.

Notre culture et notre tradition ont joué un jmwa rble dans cette acceptation de Lautre,
cequen Occident, on aurait appelé ‘/Wpocro'n'&‘. Nos ancétres, nos jrmdf—parmts et parents
ont été Fﬁéljﬂm&(. Moi-méme, [ai des aﬁem/}ﬂém: et seeurs, [al jmndo'dam une fmwéé@
poéz ame, -btre cette accoutuwmance ma-t-elle aidée a mieux supporter la pog/jamée.

Mads les temps ont Wé. La vie est de plus en plus chére. La crise économc'qm/udaﬂt,
la prise en o/wwje de Lavenir des enfants est un élément non négligeable, qui doit étre
pris en considération. Ce sont autant de fxcfw; qui dotvent ﬁulr& régresser la poé/jam

Les femww/; doivent prendre consclence de lewr majorité en nombre et de leur apport dans
Léconomie nationale. Elles doivent downntag& se prendre en c/m/ja, ne pas attendre tout
de Uhomme qui ew profitera pour les exploiter. Elles doivent savoir que Lhomume est
naturellement poéljzw«w, 714/&4 ne vaut pas la peine 714/&%&: se crépent le o/uﬁl/wn/, ni
dattendre quot que ce soit de sa part.

Peut-étre est-ce une fmmw désabusée qui parle, mais je dis & mes sceurs que Lheure est
& Lunion. Nous devons travailler et nous prendre en o/ww_qe complétement pour éviter
Ad'étre sous le | Jouq de Uhomume. Nows devons avoir aw moins une indépendance fm.muer&
et économique car le mariage West pas une carviére. La ﬁn de la pﬁg/jcwu'e, ce west pas
pour anjourd’hund; la religion et la tradition aidant, mais AYONS AU MOLNS conscience de
notre forc&, et de notve réle awn sein de la fwmdée et de la société.

L homume ne doit pas oublier que les temps ont Wé, que la/femme quila cholsi parmi
tant dautves est toujours la et que o amonr Wi pas o/wmﬁé. Ce sevait donc éqoiste de

de laisser cett&femm et de penser & une Wmfmme qui uiendrwfaroémmt
briser Lentente ﬁwuémé&

Est-ce que la fmmw continunera & avolr la méme corg‘éam en som mart ¢ Existera-t-il
toujonrs la méme complicité qa/u v await dans le couple qu‘ozk? L amour de cet homme
est-il sincére? Un homme peut-il aimer deux ou plusieurs famm&: ala foo’s? Voila antant
de questions ouvertes quweéla les homumes dolvent trouver des réponses.
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Abandoned b)/

husband’s famd/v

By Molebo/pm:q Thato, South Aﬁm

My Mmb:MoleéoW Thato. I have one child and live in Sunrise, a
township in Natalsprait, just outside Johannesburq. I am a woman who used to be in a
poélja,mom marriage, but now-I live alone.

When I marvied my husband as a ﬁm& W@ we lived tojet/wr in the Transked; in the
Eastern Cape, in South Afrm

I stayeoé for fwe years without bw&nﬁ a child, My mot/wr—&m[awaﬂfmy: used to tnsult
me, saying that t/wy wasted their lobola’ money on marrying me because I could not bear
children. It was W/Wto me because (t was motmyfu&étthatédddztwtbw
children. The situation made me feeé very bad.

WMW@W&&%WVMM}/W:W%@V&W:&%M child, t/wf&wmwfm%/

jat/wrwﬁ. It was decided that my husband must marry a second, wy’@. Accordénﬁ to my

husband’s fm/mé/, t/wy wanted ﬁmtwéc/w'ldrm

My husband, did not want to ta/c&wsecondzw?‘aatﬁﬂt H&Mkedmeaéowtthaédewof
marrying another wife, and I was not pleased with it. Bmf/mfamoé/ Mtwtm’kmg%
was okay with this idea. Just because L loved my husband, ébmm&patémtmfm
t/wfzwts. ItMmWMaM:MM&oMjo a/wmmmmlyw:mndwgf&

When my husband married agairy his fW fmweoé the second, wgfa more than me and

t/pgl were always trying to push us apart. After the marriage, my l('fabecme WW
The second wgf& and 1 staye% n d(ﬁemnt houses but in the same compound.
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Al sz sudden, my husband stopped coming to my house to see and sleep with me, but
only went to the small house (the second wife’s). He also started giving me less money
than/w/ﬂmt/wnwwgf&, because I did not have children.

In spite of the ﬁwt that my husband’s fW wanted to keep us separated; he started
seeing maﬁmmmmmm because he loved me. Afteradzft/w’:, when we
were toﬂet/w/ again I became prequant. My husband told his famoé/ that he loved me,
thatmhadwchdaécow,m#mt/wmmtm?fwtwf.

In 2006, L gave birth to my child, and Z«'f& c/mnﬁed/ T/w'n:qs were Good, between my husband,
and me. However, in 2007, my husband qot sick. We travelled from Transkeito johannesburg
where we :tayed/ toje/t/wr while the second wg'@ :taye% behind with her fow children in
the Transkel. te then passed away in 2009.

Aﬁwt/mt, WW&M?‘WWW:&W@ WWW to do with me. T/@/M
not welcome me when I went home to t/wﬁwwé/ T/Lg/ tookthe:mMW&WW
children in to stay Whtmm%mowﬁid&

LQ‘&(L{ very Wﬂrmbm&[&(o mtmwjob. Ioné/ receévefom:ma[émomjy
from rents and 1 struggle tofeeoﬁmy child, who (s now 3 years old. T miss my husband,
t/wfat/wr ofmy child.
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Marrvying w:econd/wg‘e

By Anthon Ndzhulula, Mozambique/ South Afnm

I was born in 1963 in Mambhone distvict in Mozambique. I arvived in South
Africa in 1989. My mother separated with wy father in 1974 and he demanded

. all his lobola’ ﬁfom/ Wis in-laws. He then took his lobola’ plus me and my
:éééafz:q: with him, Mt/w%h/ it was W»W because 7‘ w person takes back the lobola’
he must leave the kids with their mother. From that time, I spent most of my /om,%
without k#wwmﬂ where my mother was.

LY
it

I grew up with him, until I married Wﬁm& W&, i 1987. Aét/wuﬁ/u, I was not a rich
person; I had my own business, a tavern where I sold alcohol. With this, I made mouﬁ/v

money to support my fW

I would spend most ofmy pmﬁt on women outside eréaﬁamngx business feééapan‘
Ilo:tdélkcwéémwmy short space oftéww. Not on/y was my bm&na:jomig down, but
also wwyt/wzﬁ Itw'edﬁu’éed. My c/uéldrmwer&d}/énﬁ right, left, and centre. I was blessed
with/ﬁua children but now-only three are alive.

As this was /mpmo'nﬁ, I wenit to consult some elders and traditional healers. T/tg/
explained to me that the reason my t/w'ﬂ,_q: were not going well was because I did not
/W»aw:econdwy'v‘& Méu'aléx, I was aﬁmtpvé/jmy and, did not want to hear Wtw
about (t.

I did not want to marry two wives, éMé%W&tW: were not going my way, Ifdf[ﬁaﬁé
no choice. They explained to me that the whole thing germinated from the fact that 1
Adid not honour and receive bla:énﬂr ﬁfom/ my mother’s fW, thewfor&, I oaﬁ/w to marry
another wife to take the maternal name.

I went to speak to my ﬁ'V:t w1'f& about my ntentions to marry & second, mfa, fol[owmﬁ the
bad events ta/wqﬁplaw in our house.
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My mf& aﬁ/% and, :/wﬁzwa me t/wjo—a/wm It took me ayear toﬁlfwﬁ the rt'ﬁht woman
to be my second wgf&

Aqaiy I reported to my wy"‘e about m}/ﬁndénﬁ: and she supported me in my decision. I
then arvanged to bring my second Wa home in 2006. After I mawried, my second Wa, 7
Waadomé/ fom out where my mom was and, took her to stay with me.

Being a poé/jamt is Wﬂmﬁmﬁ, evesn more 5o for those married with ten wives or more,
because each has her own ethics and policies and one has to chaWtMtWoaﬁhWMﬁ
their ethics with those of the house. It is important that when the second wife
arvives, she be given the ethics of the house, so that she kiows what to do and what
not to do.

However, I have to stress fhatfor m&/uwmﬁ two wives is the same as /wwm:g OI'L&W&
because we have all committed ourselves to the ethics oft/w house.

However, some women are just interested in your wealth. 17‘ t/wy realise that you have
/fwt/w'nﬁ to oﬁ‘er, t/pg/ will forc& you to an arqument, so that tﬁg/ can have an excuse to
leave you. However, those that love you will stay no matter what

In this relationship anxmotb&indefwbdmtm[ﬂwu}/s have to be in the middle. It
is dangerous to take sides because t/@/ will be jealous ofeac/v other. I don't feeéth&:z):m)/
ﬁu/m‘é/, bmfm}/ wives’ and kids’ I am just a tool. While a man is marvied to his job, the
wif&bs married to t/wfmaé/ M}//'ob entails l{'/rtménﬁ to w%mtt/aa/ have to say W:Wtﬁ
what needs to be done. I do not own this famdily.

[mak&:w&that[:har&th&lomlmwit/bbothw wives eqméé/ b}/ kawg m%‘ort
to know them very well. Ifyou live with a person that you know - and t/rg/ are open to you
and visa versa, (t's easy to see ft/ua/ are /MW or not. Howeuver, %om sees that their
partners are not /mpf)/, and, t/ua/ V%wa& to let it out, th@/ must look for an dderé/ person
to help. The elderﬁ/v know how to ﬁ)rw the truth out (ft/w,o'r hearts. In that way, t/w'«:qs
will be sorted out.
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1fw person wanks to be a pﬁé/jmt, he must let his mf& know- about his intensions and
rea/:omfor him to marry a second, W& This is done to méoLproMem/: at a later stage
and to showthat yoware a V&;pﬁméééa man.

One thing I admive about this type of marriage is that it cuts down chances of men
c/wavtmﬁ because t/wa/ will Mwu}/; be mto';ﬁed/ :&xwlé/ and, emotéomlé/. For example, 7‘
you are /wwm:q a bad day, your wives will respond, Warmté/ and that helps revive your
energy.

Cow:eé/, gfotw fy‘t/wm s i a bad mood, there will be no m/eoéfor/vow to go out and,
look for other women to keep you /mpf}/ because the second wgfa would be there to give
yow happiness. This entive t/uin:q revolves around fW{ If toda}/ I'm in the ﬁr:t wives’
roomy, tomorvow-I'm tn the second mfa’s, and, in that way am forwar mtb:ﬁad; there (s no
need to o out.

fmIWVMWS%oMW&, I have never cheated. I'm even very :Weoéto_go out. If
IF/I’OPOS&&DW, and she says yes meedéateé/, I will never entertain that because I can
WWWQ‘;/L&/LMAID!W not. AM;/de/I_go out, I’éébeWMﬁ my wives énzdam:qer
ofcomactmﬁ STIs.

What I can say is that people must stick to their roots. That is following African culture
and its customs. T/ua/ must not ﬂl[owtﬁa& western cultures because t/@/ are mo:lawémﬁ
People must seek W;tanddtﬁ: in the revelations brouﬁ/uf out b/v our traditions because
L%g/ have é{f&. That is the reason young people //wmzday; are dyufg of sickness and, lots
of t/ui%:.

This western /u'/:tor)/ education, t;m:g/pt in schools, is all lies. For example, t/@/ say that
a human ba’nﬁ originates ﬁfom jonﬂa& That is nonsense. God created a human bu’nﬁ
out of the soil and, érou:g/vt Wim a partner. He did not take a person out of baboons, but
out of his own creation.

Iforw can look at statistics, there are more women than men. Lojécalé/ that glves credence

to men to become poé/jmﬁ. Those that are criticising are ﬁw away ﬁ/om these f/w'//(ﬁ;.
Most have been westernised and dow’t understand the pg/kwu/mo: zy‘tmdétéam and cultures.
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Eirst, we need to understand where does /wé/jamy germinate ﬁom/? It started, Wmﬂ the
times of Abraham after his mfe Savah could not bear children. T/wrgfor&, he made his

:&w&gér& Hagar the second w1'fa. Hagar then gave birth to Ishmael, Abraham'’s ﬁm& son.
5o, these t/pmﬁf come a lonﬁ way.

As long as there is no quarvelling in the Mmamwmytmak, talking is the best
medicine. For me, Iam//mﬁ%'é/ marvied to bot/bmy wives.
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Acceptmﬁ a second, w1fa
By Zabele Mirole (Ndzhukula,), Mozambéqzw/ South Aﬁm

I avrived in South Aﬁ’wa/m/ 1989 with my husband and have three kids,
twvgwé:anoéwbo vawr&wo/uﬁ/wohooéand/omwmprwy I am the

ﬁm&wy@ma/fw with two wives.

| e

My husband, is Wlo)/eaé but /wfbxa television sets at home. Sometimes 7%& s not too

30

busy, he joins us in the fwld;, to plo%h/, 50 that we can provide food, for the family.

Alﬁwuﬁh/ I knew that my culture permits Pﬁéljw, I never tkou:ght I would shave a
man with another woman. However, due to problems weﬁweoé as a/ﬁww'g/, I took the
decision to accept that wy husband marries a second wi

We were ;tn%ﬁlénﬁ and t/w'«:q: were not going very well in the house. For example, my
husband would get sick constantly and after some consultations with traditional healers,
t/pg/ advised that my husband marries a second m‘f&, and we sat down togather and,
discussed the whole issue.

I decided to support him in the move to marry another mf& because I understood that
the problems we ﬁwed/ were related to him not konomfmﬁ his mother’s fW And with

oper consultations with traditional healers and the elderé/, it was deemed, relevant for
me to allow him to marry another mfa so that his mother’s ﬁwm,é/ could be honoured, é)/
Jiving the maternal name to the second W&

to lookformot/wr wg'@. It was on/;/ afb&ra/)/w that he came back to me with the
Mmtkat/wﬂmwwg‘wy‘h{k choice. Zt/mvtookwleadmﬁ role and made surve that I
meet his second in-laws. My husband, ﬂmm&fh& Tobola’ and I went to the second, mf&’s
home to érmﬁ/wf/wm

Now-that she is married in this fW, she will use my husband’s mother’s surname. In
that way, we will be /wnowmﬁ t/wfamaé/ 5o that our t/w'nﬁ: Wofaﬂ into place. And
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stnce she came here, we have not had major problems because P"é’ﬂw has been our
culture since then.

Even t/wuﬁ/p I see that sometimes my husband, shows more interest to the second wife,
have no problem at all because I am the one wﬁojm/wmt/wjo—a/wadto Zook,for her.
Iab:oémfeé/ have no have problem with it also because she loves my kids as well. For
example, wmlmmn}/ she takes care oft/z,wo Lves themfood/ bathes tmmjwu
them love. But I have no Ldea/wket/wrthatwd//o/mnﬁaom:k&stm: W children.
I am not sure gfs/wwdé[ouet/wmthe same way as now-or not. Also, I'm not sure fmy
Wbmwdéshowdgfwmt love é&twaemm}/ kids and hers’

Sometimes she does t/w'ny: that hurt me, but gfthat/mfpem, I sit down with her and
talk about it. I also understand that even 7‘ I was alone there would alway: be problems,
and, mw@ is the mé/ solution.

A person who wants to be a poé/jéww':t must sit down and discuss it with his fémf w?‘a,
because thkere (s no agreement, there will forwer be problems. T/mf?‘ore, for this to work
out, the second, mf& must receive blesrmj; ﬁfom/ the ﬁmf Wa because, not mé/ would she
be married to the husband, but also to the first wife.

By Norah Masingl (Ndzhukula,), Mozambique

I was born in 1986 in Mambhone distvict in Mozambéqw& My :tepmotmf

anmaﬁw my mother ngtm}/ dad. My parents W&aﬂmy:ﬁjh{inﬂ
md/W mt/wrlg‘tmwﬂd&lm;té&é/o/mﬁ, xtt/wa:qaof:wm

I grewup in a poé/_gamom ﬁwmé/ This is where I learned that it is possible for one to get
marvied to a poé/jmuxt because my mother never fo%/uf with the other wives, on/y my
dad. T/mfefom I realised that this thing is possible.
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W/Lm/cnt/w@/ Ndzhuwkula told me he wanted to marry me, I did not hesitate. Ifeétét
o my /wmtthat&twmt/wriﬁkttw to do. I decided to muemmt/mmmm‘:ﬁm
mfe because t/wy ééued/tojether M/mmw@.

Thatkth&rmomldddnotmetmmmd/rwmthaopfwtmulytoﬁatma/riedto this
fmaé/ came my way. However, when Mr Ndzhuwkula came to me@/, Wﬂw/wrdwé
not want me to leave, oné/ my stepmothers did. T/L@/ sald it was ﬂood/ for my jrowt/u

So, I kﬁMonzqmmwwmmwim this fm&é/ tn South Aﬂm Since I arvived, in
2006, I have never had serious problems. Aétkouﬁ/u there are some problems, just like in
Wotherfaméé/, IWW:WDWW tthtWWmﬁMtoW. Herve T
fwéwthowwémm&étfeeéf the same as at home. M)/favtker wvwld/ﬂwemw%mtwwl
wanted, and here not/w'nﬁ has c/wzﬂe&é andflm/mpf}/. Ilow/wy husband a lot because

he does W)/fw for me despite his ﬁimf W&’: presence.

It (s jood/ to be marvied with other women to the same man because when yow arvive t
will tell you the dos and don'ts. T /L@/ will ﬁm'de youw with érformaﬂom about the husband’s
dislikes and likes. That /bdp{/vow to do well i your marviage.

However, I can tell you that 1 wdénweraﬂowmy husband to marry another mfebecame
I just think we are e//wuﬂ/z/. I think he would ;tmgj[e to :Worta,ééofm. I know he is
aware ofth&tandwiéénotw%tkm/c zfgoi@ that route.
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.S‘tandmﬁ' together tn the face
ofabmw(bgmnm f

By Mw/m}/amdé Kwitma* with Perpertual Sichikwenkwe, Zambia

My name is Muéaj/md Kwibma.* I am 39 years old and a mother offwa I'm the second
mfa nthe poé/jamom marriage zy‘t/we& wives. I work as a clevk at one oft/w government
ministries tin Zambia.

My story started in 1989 wﬁ«%[ﬁot married to wmanw%wpr&:am‘wﬁ /w'm/:eé"to me as a
fb'/ftﬁl&m&m My parents acceftedh(}:j%twemaﬂommto marry maﬂar he had
pw;d/dowr}/ as per our Tonga tradition.

Befora we got married; he told me he was the fa/t/w/ of two but that he was ;Ln:ql& Aﬁer
the marviage, about a year later, the number increased from/ two kids to six.

One day, his mother-in-law (mother of his first wife) walked in my house and bluntly
L(y‘orm me that the man I called my husband was Mread}/ married, ;epar&te%ﬂom his
mf@ but that t/uy were not divorced.

When my husband returned home, I cory‘ronted/ him on this issue and he apolojetdcajé/
corg‘émwd/ the story. I knew I was in hot soup. I am a child born out zy‘wpog/ﬂmom
marriage. My mother was a second w1'fe to Wﬂu&/mf, so I was Mrawé/fmwém/ with the

W: waoé/_qmwwf marviage. fmlwmweadypmjmmfb/v then, mnd/t/wfaaf
thath{):w#emnotbm Iswmpommleamzﬁ him.

In 1994, /u'/rﬁrft wife started coming home and wy husband asked me to accept her as
part (y‘ the ﬁwwé/, MWZé/ stnce she was the ﬁr:t mfa and, t/@/ were marvied. Look«i«ﬁ
at the misery that was :/wwinﬁ on the first wife’s face, I understood, that she was Joing
t/woaﬁh/w lot and I accepted that she move in with us.
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Problems in my marriage stavted mexadmteé/ because I was wvrkénﬁ but the ﬁﬂf mfa
was not. Every time I éouﬁ/uf “’WW% or cooked fooaé mo:té/ éo%/uf with my own money,
the fb'mf wgfe would, jmb the foopL on jrou,nd/: that the money was ﬁfom/ our husband,
accusing tMttﬁammﬂMome/th.

The trend went on until in 1999 when our husband, who was a Human Resource Offi
at a qovernment ministry, decided to stop work and moved to his fa//m. By then, he had
Wed/toﬁett/wﬁﬂtwyfewjoéchlemerémt/w;mwmtr)/ w/wmlwmwvrkmﬁ.

This was the éejému'nﬂ zy‘:an‘om problems ﬁ)r us all, After fwmmth/: he came back home
Wtoédowtkatkedédnotmtw ofw: to m&thémmtt/wfar% tnstead we should
concentvate on edmtm:g and feeo{mg our children because he was no [onﬂw going to be

providing anything for us.

B@For& long, news reached us that this was because he had married another woman, to
make it three wives. This angered both of us so much that the first wife decided to ﬁ)dow
Wim with all her children to t/wfa,mu However, befom the mﬁ/uf was over, he chased her
back.

Two da)/s later, our husband came to our house and éry‘ormwé us that it was true that
he had married another woman. He told us never to ubrdtkémwtt/b&fa/m without his
permission. He reitevated that he is never going to provide ﬁwoﬂ for us but that we should
work hard to educate our childven and provide for them.

It was at this :taﬁatWImeMtMtpoé/ﬂW wma/péédyﬂmwmwé Lmrealéiy, it
was not marriage. I told, mymé‘that /f[/wwéto carry on wo't/r/l('f@ I had to baa/;tronﬁ é/v

myself.

The ﬁm& w?@ was devastated with our husband’s behaviowr and almost took her own Z@'@.
Since problems had foroed us to develop a joooé relationship between ourselves and our
c/ulldrmfor survival, Iadvv':eoﬂwg/ﬂmwéaﬁaum‘tw move. I told her that there is no
need to take her Lgfe over a man who does not provide Wt/zmﬁfor t/wfmm/é/ I
reminded her about her seven children that needed her attention.
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I cowy%rtaoﬂ her and told her that even gft/w husband does rwt/w'nj, the fm‘/t that we werve
both workmﬁ was ﬁ/w, Mtﬁwwjh/ our tncome was mdeqomte to cater for all our needs
with our children. These problems forced/ us to develop a close relationship.

As if his mistreating behaviour was not mo%h/, i 2007 our husband stopped, /wwm:q
coly'uﬁaé V(iﬁ/vff with both of us and just concentrated on the third W&. He compéeteé/
stopped, coming and even changed his phone nuwmbers. We would, only see him i there
was an tness or sickness mt/wfamoé/ After a couple of years, he came back home and
told us that we were still his and it was up to us tofoélowm'mto t/wfarm.

We discussed the issue and vowed never to foélow him for oorg'uﬁa[ nig/uf:. We t/wuﬁ/vt
about HIV/AIDS and /wwW wives have died oft/w disease at the hands ofpoé/_qamy.

I have alwu}/; known pﬁé/jmwm marriage not to be jood/ and very preopl& in such
marriages have peace and enjoy life. There is so much WM/{WU i polygamouns
marviage and that is the reason there are so many deaths among such couples in this era
of HIV/AIDS.

There is alwzg/: ﬁjhtonﬁ and, 7WVW among the wives. In situations where you fm&é
the wives becominyg friends, t/@/ usually work toﬁ&t/w,r against the husband. In
cases, t/pg/ encourage each other to have extra marital aﬁm: and keep each others secrets.

Now-there is //wt/w'nﬁ I can do beca/u&my husband has //wto]ﬁ'oéalé/ divorced me. I am
still living in the matvimonial house and have to look ﬂfter my children, educate them
so that tomorrowt/@/ can have a better ﬁt/twm and look aft&r both ty‘ us.

I do not intend to seek divorce as éonﬂ as he does not do so. I want to WmWﬂt[&
For me, it is marviage for Z(f&, whether Mpoé/jam}/ or not-
* pot her real name
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jealom‘fmmg/'

By Thulisile M }/W{a, South Aﬁm

My name is Thulisile Myende. I got married to Jacob Myende in 1981 in
Péetarmrétzéwrj WWIWZMZ‘/)/W! old, When [ met him, he told me he
had never ma,rréed/bq‘or&, so L was /w':fém&mf& He paid lobola’ and we had

wweddmﬁ.

T/wfaw was very /mff}/ when we marvied and did not :/ww;my Ww&mﬁfa&ldgs
about me. We ;ta}/ed/ tojet/w/ n Pietermrétzbw_q where I :tayed/ at home with the ﬁu/mé/

After some time, one oft/w/ aunties started beating MWMEM% me. She was evil and
Wnoformofr&;peofform& I was unable to WWW I later vealised that she
was fealows that I was marvied and she was not.

IMij&fpV&ﬁWi’ V@MW and, she would insult me, saying szmede,
wmt/wuﬁ/pétwm tha/:ﬁwrf time afbar we marvied.

In 1982, 1 /eéé prequant with Makhosonke and he was born in 1983.

I think that orwda}/ an wilzspo'n'tﬁot into my mother-in-law- She Medmawn}/, back
to my ownﬁwu’é/’: place with Makhosonke, because she Wfowwé w_qo'ré%mdfor her
son (my husband). Under pressure, wy husband paid lobola’ for that other woman, but
they only stayed together for two months.

Aéthouﬁh/ I fot tkatﬁmwé/ because t/@/ chased me away, I would not have been able to
stay with another W& I think I could not have Sfﬂ}/@d/ with her because women can be

M/fatherako had two wives who :tayed&wdgfermthoma mdéowwtﬁetm% well,

T/Lg/ did not live mceé/ to_gether. My mother and her sisters were W@/r aﬁM of the
second, mf&.
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M/vfathar was an alcoholic and sometimes he would want to beat everyone in the house.
When we would run away, he would move onto the other house to faj/uf with them. We
would oné/ come back the next da;v

My husband did not love this ot/wrjb'rémwthe came to lookfor me because he loved me.
He spoke to my ﬁmwé/ and he realised that we should be toﬁet/wr. We 5ta}/eot to_get/mf
and, I don 't think he went to see the other wgfaw more. I_gzwabb'rt/vto a second, child,
Sithembiso, in 1985 and then the thivd one, Ntombikhona, in 1988.

My husband, left for Johannesburg in 1991 to work. At that time, I was also working and
the children were staying with my fW In 1993, my husband’s mother said I should
go stay with my husband, and, so I joined him in johannesburg. We lived happily for a
long time.

In July 2002, my husband beqan to have mental problems. One night while we where all
asleep he disappeared in the middle oft/w mﬁ/uf Until toda}/, L have been looké«ﬁfor
him wwwﬁer& but to no avail.

L reported the case to the police and to the Sowetan newspaper but, up to now; I have not

W&LWM% Iwz);/v[cowld/ﬁ%dmmeomto WMWW
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Advice from my mother
By Pedro Nhavate, MZLW@ ‘49/

My name is Pedyro Nhatave. I am a 60 year old who lives i Maputo’s me('ﬁhéou//wodzof
Zimpeto. I'm a retived govermment worker with three wives and 15 children.

AS a young man growing afa/wz/wfaméé/ where I was th&ow bo)/, Iﬂlwy/: WW
/LW brothers. M ly situation was worsened when wy sisters marvied (yj‘ and I was the

oné/ WW wit/vwfwemf: mtéélmréedwﬁmtwgf&

My wmother mcowmﬁeoﬂmato Wwb'@fméé/mméénoug Ido notmgrat/wraduic&
eremfé/ thhrwmmwo/‘t/wyvomalékew wmother. I cannot remember the
last tém&mmwﬁﬁ/w or an arguiment becm&weu&jmt one bbjﬁwwé/

M)/ﬁmf born has Mrofoélowedm Wfootstef{ and now-has two wives and I can see that
one or two more of my sons will have more than one mf&, because t/wy wg/q}/ed/ growing
up i a é'@ ﬁwué/ where therve are no problems.

[ma//mﬁedto [wepeuq‘wéé/ wr}th/wg/ wwab/vmudmg what other Ww,n/zumlé/ do when
t/wy marry more than one w?‘& When yow are married to more than one mfa, the best
idea is to Live with them in the same house or build their houses in the same compound.

When you separate them, it will create problems because when you are visiting the other,
there will come /'méow;}/. However, when yow are in the same house it's easy because none
oft/w,m/ will miss you, W(,é&:r)/ow travel to wﬁv/ WW

My childven have learntto CMLMLW three wives as their mothers wﬁkom‘duﬁwgww
that this one (s their veal mother or whatever. I mamojmm to ;onwpeopée
who want to marry a second, W&mdzm:t q‘tWoWW:WW marviages.

Altlwuﬁ/v most people shun f/w,édea/ofminﬁ more than one mfe, I/muafomaéo’tto be
a/ﬁood/ioﬁaw. Afberad, in this country, we have more women than men and, to balance
this, more men need to tmwomewsme&
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Also, what I have seen is that most people who shun the édea/zfma/t;viq a second, w?‘a
have ﬂﬁws with ﬁwﬁm This idea is very bad because it promotes promiscuity and
the WMW of diseases like the incurable HIV/AIDS pandemw

However, 9'[014,& (s married to more than one w?‘a it would, not be /fwrma//for him to have
ﬁér#n'«mdf and getting into other ajj‘zulr:. I will be /mpf}/ to see all wy sons W more
wives, (ts does not m/y create a éz'ﬂ fW but it also promotes peace in the fW
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He knows how-to care

. .
for his family
By Kgomotso and Siphamandla Malatsi,* South Aﬂéca/

My name is Kgomotso Malatsi.* I am 25 years old, 1 mawéed/my husband at the age of
17 and this is our aéj/vth//vw togathar. Together we have a 2 year old son and I have a
6 year old W/Lter from/ another relationship. She stays with my mother in Kwazulu
Natal (KZN), becanse my mother did not want to stay alone.

I am originally from KZN and I now stay in Johannesburg. My husband is 27 years old.
He is also originally from Kwazulw Natal but now works in Johannesburg.

My husband’s second wgfa stays in his house in KZN and t/pg/ have been ma/réedfor two
years. We stay together here in Johannesburg.

Two years aqo, I heard ﬁom other people that he decided to take another wgfa. I was very
angry because he did not tell m&ﬁim’t

My husband decided to take two wives because he was dwwémﬁ his time between
johanwbwg and, KZN. He says that when he decided to propose to the second wg’*‘&, he
made it clear to /wrthm‘/wmea//é/ MwWaMtW;M mwlaLb&th&:econ?@.
She accepted the situation and moved in with him. He marvied a second WQC& because
he t/wa:g/uf it was ﬁoo¢ for the house, as we would share responsibilities.

He says the reason he did not to Mkfor my permission is that he knew I would not like
it He says that Mtlwuﬁ/p in the old da}/;, f yow want to take another mf&, you would

send the ﬁr:t mfa to propose for you, today tW: have Wed/

It made me sad for about two months. I was very jealous and swpri/;ed/, because I did not
think that he would take another wy'v‘a.
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He tried to explain to mawhathwyomﬁ omémmqfortto m&tMWulwzwfeWzﬁ.
He axpla/;ned/war&tfdtto on/y have one wr'famd/thatkamdeaémmeomwtkomto
take care of th. For example, sometimes he would send t/ui//(:g; home to KZN that
needed, to be taken W&zf

It was very havd but I tried to understand the situation. I was also worried that should
he take a second wy'@, my child would n/ﬁw However, I later accepted the situation and,
continued with Z{'f&

To be honest, atﬁm,‘, I did not [oua/w'mbmfon/}/ :tayed/ wit/b/uimﬁ)r the sake (fow child
because I did not want my sow to grow- up without wﬁu&/wr. Aft&r a while, he started
beﬂmﬂ me to stay. I then realised that he loved me.

Now- I lommbecmak&kwﬁoodzmma/w&;kmm how-to take care of/wffaw
When I asked him about when he proposed to the second mfa, he told me. He decided
that we should meet so mwmmwwzg&

I also told him that I wanited to see that woman, Wheagreed/. I pretended to é&haﬁﬂy
w%wm[:mkerﬁ)rtheﬂm%tma, éwtdeepémwke&m&, I was not very /Laff)/

However, I realised that she knew that I am t/b&ﬁi’!ﬁ’ mf&. I also realised that she was
very scaved to see me. Even tfwuﬁﬁv I falt bad about the situation, I also did not want her
tofeeéém Evmg‘:/wdw(/motdkeme, Iwo/dd/jo to my husband, so he could sort out
the problem.

Inthe last two years, my lg‘a/mf Wed/wéthoaﬁh/étb; not easy when we visit the other
wife. I still feel unhappy about the situation. Nevertheless, the fact that we stay in different
places makes Z{f& easy for both our husband, and, us.

My husband says that, MGOVW to our culture, bu’nﬂ married to two wives is not a
problem at all. It is not dgj‘m&t to have polygamons relationship; as long as there is

W&V{fﬂ/fW(ﬁ amongst the partners.
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I think my husband, is a/jood/mma/wé/wwiléta/w a/jood/ care zy‘bot/vfwndéa. At the
moment, I dow't think it would be a problem for my husband to marry another Wa
bwalmewtedmw that he has another Mf&.
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Imt/wdauﬁhter ofa/c/ulef

Iamth&mhtw ofwM Ro/vab,j/. Yet[fwéw; worthless as a child that has been cast
out to the streets.

M/vﬁbt/mf has three wives at any one time /wmﬁ with him on the ro/méﬂrom@df, but he
Wn;vs keeps two more in the m/rromdm:q uiléaﬁa. Our Tonga culture allows, and even
encourages, fﬁé/ﬁw. At the last count, I had 22 féélénﬁ; and, I hear the mothers are
prequant so another three are on the way.

onthe grounds, his wives have their own little huts adjacent to the palaces’ three bedroom
house where we, his children, live with him. DW ol/owﬁo)/ow mother is (%s/w
was the flavour of the month or if was she living on the palace grounds) youw had a bed
with a mattress, or just a mattress, or you sleep on an ‘mpasa’, a reed mat.

Father does not have an income, fmﬂomwﬁat/ukméjwﬂjmmaﬂdmaﬂowmw

ﬂom/ the Jovernument. His wives till the land and feed/ the fW In monetary wealth,

we wvwéd/fad nto the poverty bracket. We were :awwéfrom/ ééé&t&mg/ 6)/ the school
authorities whose o{wiy (t (s to envol the o/w'efs childven at the oné/ primary school in the
arvea. That is MfM as Womdo&ffor us toﬂetmedwcaﬂom The rvest is up-to you.

The oné/ wmaternal t/wnﬁ the mothers do for the children is ensuve that the palace servants
l('ﬁ/af a /L{Aﬁ& brazier Mﬁm& Z@/ut A glant da}/pot MW on Lt T/L&:[l}otﬁmf boils
water for bat/w'ﬂﬁ. A little later the water would be used to make tea for brmkfa/ft

Mid morning, mealie meal would be added to the water to make a twoporrédﬁafor
lunch, Mo/uwvﬂdboéét/wwﬁoé&day WMW when more mealie meal would, be
added, to the porvidge to turn into ‘nshima’ (sadza) for supper. We do not sit down for
meals, g‘ yow are Wzﬁr}/; you ;me/y scoop up whatever is boiling. 1 hate that cauldron
because it embodies W)/tw I hate about my fzu/m,é/ l@'@.
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As royal fmm/y, we are supposed to be privileged with lots attention, but t/w': is not my
realaj/. The mothers, ncluding my biological mother who is the longest ser mfa, are
uncaring, pre-occupied in trying to stay married to the o/wf The mot/wr: encourage the
children to be competitive for my fat/w,r’: attention ~ for example to get married and
bring in agood lobola’. There is competition amongst the mothers on whose children looks
aft&r them better.

The Vo)/a// household is may/wm. M)/futher and his wives have Wﬂm&mg arquiments
and ﬁﬁ/pt; about whose bed my fxt/wr would sleep in that mg/u& about whose children

were bel fzwowed/ t/@/ ﬁj/uf about fmanw wer)/fw My fat/wr enconrages the rtrg@
5o that he could manipulate them.

This ﬁj/btwgq permeates to us, the children. We ﬁﬁ/u‘ with our :L'élé&(:q: who were not ﬂom
our mothers or from a mother we did not like. The older n'/?lénﬁs with /’oé; do not assist
younger :d?lmﬁ: with whom t/bg/ do not sharve a mother.

Violence characterises a Wj& poart ofW fW lf& 17‘ “you were weak or could not
)/014/:@96 yow are in trouble. I have Wzﬁ/pté/ scars on my stomach and Zejs and, my arm
was once broken. As younger children, we carvied our possessions, consisting of clothes,
books, hair combs, Vaseline, in our school bags which never Zeft our side. If you took your
eyes of&t ﬁ)r a minute, it would be gone and you would battle for years to jetwerm

One time, I became emotéoméé/ attached to a sweet- My fm%er /)Vouﬁht w packet of:weet;
mmﬁmmoﬁwm IMMteatm:y:wwtbwthédzét Every so oﬂm[wvzddtm
it out and just hold it, /Lﬂff)/ to hawéamgév%mm&%&nﬁ é/v Wﬁw/wr. One ofmy sisters
jmbbed/btfromw hands and ate it. I was so angry I beat her.

Her mother, who was skinning a goat, MmeﬂLtMWeatM It embedded in my t/u'ﬁh/.
I now walk with a slight limp: I stole a pencil SWWﬁfol/M/ one of my Wﬂkters when
mine went missing. Her sisters ﬂmm up o me; 1 fdém broke my arm. It Adid not set
properly so I have a bent arm.

There was not/ulnﬁ that I owned that I did not get t/wou:g/v violence whether it was food/,
shoes or wplece ofcéot/wzﬁ I oftm wondered whether we were any Wermtﬁ/om/ childrven
W on the stveets.
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I envolled at journalism school and began to work as a hotel chambermaid to pay for the

fm. Unlike my workmates who were ashamed to clean toilets, I fomd/a/ kind, of liberation
M//?eénﬁ able to buy Wf@é‘w chéckmdrmtéckﬂr lmw/bmd/b.%'nﬁ able to eat it alone
without S/La,n'nﬁ it with two dozen others.

I:/wokwéw)/ozmﬂ man who tried to date me. Atowﬁrstmwtmﬂ, I asked his views on
poéljam}// Obuiomé/, he had never t/wuﬁh,t about it and could not glve me the answer I

was éookdnﬁ for and so ditched him. Word went round that I asked ‘weivd’ questions and,
bq}/: avoided me.

I /wwedata(/wfwrmm but as soon as t/Lg/ ;tMtprofM;Lnﬁ their Zouefor me, I think, this
b,rt/w:metw Wfat/mfmy: to his women when he wants to marry them'. I look at
men as liars and potential foéfﬁam&:ts and just g0 cold. At 38, T must be the on/y virgin

o wy genre!

Like my older :L'élén:q:, IsayI hate my fwt/wr because his poé/jw brouﬁht me such pain,
but I have never been able to comf»leteé/ mmoﬁ‘ﬂomw Z{f&. When he is sick, which
L5 nouroftam, I/mua/w'm/brouﬁht to Lmakwﬂr treatwment. Ifeeéwmu& ofp{m,j/ and, also
an underlying mdﬂrk&:woméorjmtwﬂmﬂemow{w{qmtkatlmw
Wﬁt&rwnd//wwaform&

Instead, he nwerfm/é: to point out that he is éo:b'ﬂﬁ out on wealth because I refma to
marry and, bn’ng him a /mﬁ& Lobola’. He thinks my views on poé/ﬂw are a testament
that education for women is wrong.

My wmothers are another matter. T/Lg/ see not/w'nﬁ wrong with their way of Zg‘a and, do

not like me because I cannot thoé/ﬁamy I hate rq‘teotmﬁ on the Wé/)/WS ofmy
l@'v‘a because I’m/jmtwr)/ that I never /wwéwlouinﬁ and secure envivonment to grow up
.

Poéljam}/ should be criminalised for the sake (f soctety. There is //wt/uiﬂﬁ jood/ about it.
It produces dy;ﬁmotww fmééde;, children grow up in an unnatural atmosphere and,
do not get properé/ soclalised. Forget for & moment whait it does to the plural wives, their
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loss of Viﬁhts, their méjuﬁatéon/ and, focwr on what it does to the childven, what 500&(/ does
it do them when t/wy live amongst fw,dm:q adults. What kind of message does this
arvangement send to ﬁéré children about their value.

I kinow-that even in mono marriages there are some bad, amoé/ situations, but none are
as dive as the prob[epm that poélﬁampm famolw: experience. T heve is not a da?v that goes
é/v thatlwﬁh[cm&ﬁomwtmwmtfaw.
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Wishi v a home for
o e

By Thembi Nﬁmé&*, South Aﬂéca/

I grew - up with no parents, staying with my jVWMMV. My ﬁmwzdfat/mf used to tell me
about wy mother, that she used to drink beer and sleep around W/vw%wm.

He had two wives but divorced the fér;f mf& and married a third w1fa. Unlike the second
w?‘a, that/wm{/wg‘&nwerlékedmatdé. I suspect it was because I was not her blood
jm/(dda%kter. She became even more jealous when she realised that she was not éecomwﬁ
prequant; while I Mready had, children.

During my stay thjrawwwm% wives, Z{?‘&WWWﬁW&W&lot
of unhappiness around the house. M 1y grandmothers did not get along with each other.
The third m’fa was the one who was the problem. She did not like the second wz'fa,
zdt/w%h/ the second mfa Vealé/ tried to get alo@ with her. The third We used, to dvink
and when she was drunk, she wvwld/;tmémwétérg t/w:eco/fcdsze, claiming that it was
her house and that she must 9o and stay somewhere else.

One day when I was tew years old, my grandmother (the third wife) chased me away
Sfrom home. M)/ﬁrm#wtker looked/for me until /wfomdmw He built me a shack where
//:ta}/ed/ with my ﬁ/umd/: In the shack, we would bn'nﬁ éo/v: tn because we wanited them

to buy us food/.

When she heard that wy jmn#m%er built a shack for me, my _gm/uémat/wr came and
c/m;%m&awu}/ again. I lq%th& ;Wm;tmwsw here and there, until L heard
ﬁom people that wy jmn#atm had passed away.

I went to my jmndfather’; house and when [ got there, t/wy where Mrmdy preparing for

the ﬁuwmé We buried my ﬁVMM/L&V and aftar that the thivrd mf& had alrawg/ gone
to fetch/ her children who were not my ijatW’; children.
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The third wz'fe/ was the one that was Ze.qalé/ marvied to my jVWMh@V, so when my

jVMM/L&V passed away, she took away W}/t/wnﬁ including the house, even t/wuﬁh/ wy
jVWMW Veji/rterw the house in my name.

The third mfa started u/moétmg the second We and, me, teélé«ﬁ us to leave the house.
When she saw-that we were not W, she consulted an Tnyanga’ where she was getting
muthi’ to bewitch the second mfe/. The second m‘f& started, to get sick, every now- and
then her Zej; got swollen, and, so the second, We decided to leave the house.

J’oomaﬁaff the second, mf&% the third mf& turned on me and it was worse. She never
wanted me to stay Mthatkomemzmdwéwpw after :Mmééwﬂth&poéa’wom

me.

Now- I am staying with wy real sister’s jmndmot/mf but I'm not /mpf}/ because when she
is drunk she tends to call me names. For example, she likes saying, “This t/w'//(ﬁ that
was born /7)/ a bitch, that doesnw’t even know her mother or her fmf/wr ”

Later, the jmndfather;’ house was sold, to the second mf& and she also Wed/ her
attitude towards me because (f the third mf&’: W&e The two wives know that my
erMW left the house to me, and so t/pg/ are jealous that I W/uf be able to take it

away ﬁfom/ them.

Atth&mm%tlmmmémm&édo not want my children to lo'uet/wé%&//wemf
t/wou:q/z/. Until now; L cannot even go to my jm/bdfather’; house because my step-
ﬁmndmot/wr’: children stay there and t/wa/ don’t even want to see me.

When L go to that /wma,jmndfwther:’dwldrmtdémfhatlmnotmeedwbthuem
that I am not oft/wffaméé/. Now;, L have childven who Muad(ﬁermtfmthars. Myproblem
is what will happen to Wkéoéff/ww[d[dé&toda}/? W/Lerewdl/t/zg/ stay because L do not
have a place called home?

My wi:h/p';tojatwpmofm}/ owrvfor m&mwﬂmy children. w/mm most is that [
now no lo//(ﬂer know-where L come frowo.
* pot her real name
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Struggling in polygamy

By Mpumelelo and Zodwa Ndlovw;* South Afrécw

My mm&t}fMpwwleZo WIMBO/Wr ofaﬁ&. I have two kids. I’mth&oné/ﬂéréathom
with fow brothers. M ty mother is Zodwa. We wanted to tell you about our Z(f&.

Stnce I was a kid, I never ely'o/ved/l(f&, Wéétoda)/. I was born at the Ba,mﬂwmt/p Hospital
i Johannesburg. When I was seven, my parents sent my brothers and me to stay with my
jmndmot/wr and my cousin in Kwazulu Natal.

While we were there, we would come /wmﬁ/om school WV)/, oW tofmd that wy
jrzmdmot/mf has cooked and ate with my cousins, but did not leave any fooﬂé for us. The
dishes would be clean and their stomachs full. The only thing that left would be the
smell oft/w fooo&

Imagine coming home, tired and WV)/ with t/wfood to eat, and whe//o)/ow Mk,forfood/
t/wé/ would, just give you tea and pap? Aﬁar that, we would be expected to 90 fatc/z/ water
at the river fa/ ﬁfom home.

Sometimes we would came home and my brother would, be fomad/ to cook while my cousin
sat there and did not/w'%ﬁ. My brother was orz/y eoj/uf then. EM@/ in the morning,
we had, to 4o again mfetc/b water so that we could bath md/jo to school.

We would go to school without food/ or money. Sometimes when we came back ﬁom school
there would be no fozw again and we had to rleep with empty stomachs.

It WW thlé/, it was hell. Lg@wmtothmwsed/b)/ WLLW cousin got
marvied and went to stay with her husband. We were then Zg% with gogo° Still my cousin
would come at the end oft/w monith to collect money from granny after :/wjotpm'aﬂ her
pension; even t/um:q/u she was no longer staying with us.
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It was still Wﬁw wy brother and me. Whenever myfat/wr sent us money, my
jrmmotw would take the money and, give it to her. When we would, tell our fmt/w/,
he would do //wt/w'«ﬁ other than teélmﬁ us to hold on.

My brother went to joMWéWj to visit our parents and he never went back to Kwazulu
Natal. I was Left alone with my grandmother wntil I foléowed/ him to Johannesburg too.
We left grandmother alone because she was not treating us well.

At that time, my mother did not have a job md/wg/faf/ber was bmy with another woman.
That is w@/ my jmndmutm treated us like rubbish. She oné/ loved the other woman,
but not my mother.

My mother says that when she aﬁmed/ to be ina poélﬂmom marviage, she did not know
it was going to be W She even later contemplated a divorce.

However, Wfather’:fwmxié/ was /mpfy that there were two wives in tkefmoé/v But my
mother says the problem/ was that he did not take joooﬁ care the two wives. He did not
k//ww/wurﬁm them the same love.

My ﬁu&h@r used to beat her with a stick. She then realised she should get a Jjob, rather
than relying on her husband.

Aocordénﬁ to my mother, poé/ﬁw is part oft/w Zulw culture, but /'f/vow are not a real
Zulw, it is hard tofoélour. Poé/jw was oka}/ in the old da}/s bmm&peopée knew how-
to live in this type ofw marviage. Also, t/@/ knew how to ﬁ)[lourt/wér Zulw tradition.

fkemy; S/M’/ﬁof married to a real Zuluw man and the é{'f& onMa/: s memctfor Zulus.
She’s fe&é upwith poé/jamy and, would not want a poé/jamow: relatéon/:/uyﬂr her children.

Mntéétodaywdadv’;th&mm&, /wz):;tdérww'@ aﬁerwvmem bmbmy mom (s still with
him.
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I thank God for my mother because she has been W)/tw a,éémy Z{f&. As T said /ﬂ’for&,
Z%&i/:m W&W&I%Mtwvrﬂnﬁ andy as there is no ofwwvrk&nﬁ at home, we

ong/ survive t/wouﬁ/v my mother’s pension grant now-that she is not wvrké«ﬁ anymore.
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Two different homes

By Ntokozo Mkhize,* South Aﬁfécw

The practice of Tsithembu’ or poé/jam:y, is a part of Zubw culture that has been practiced
for a éonﬁ time. It is considered the way that men prove thewmselves to be real men. To
me, the practice has adunmfaﬁa and d&mduzmtaﬁa.

For example, my own mother took care of my /m/f :MW when his mother disappeared,
W Wim behind. So, in this way, Mjmdwwm ot/wrwr};e/wm/ﬁhtmeém
alone.

Poéfjam)/ was part ofW fawwé/ because oft/w/ need to maintain my fmth,er’: two Ww&mf
homes. My fwt/wr had a house in Johannesburg, where he was working, and a home in

Kwa-Zulu Natal (KZN), where my grandmother was staying.

My mother, his first wife, lved in Johannesburg and did not want to stay with wy granny
i the ruval avea. My father took another wife to stay with my grandmother in KZN.
When my fat/mf took amother w1fe, t/w'nﬁ: got better for my jrmmotke/ because she had
help with cooko'nﬁ, water ﬂxt/wrénﬁ and the jMp{W.

However, my mother was not /mpfy with all this and she would not visit KZN anymore
to avoid fights with the second wife. My mother had no choice but to accept the given
situation, but every time we visited KZN, there would be coW: between the parents.
Oné/ MM traditional ceremonies would the fW sit toj&ther tn ome room.

M)/fat/wr’: :acmd/wg@wm very caring to me. Eumthouﬁhzlwm not her child, she would
Wm/wmefeeém,‘home She treated me like her own child.

I remember the fér:t time I visited, she gave me a cap that my Wﬂ}:ter was cothé/
ﬁﬁhﬂﬂﬁ over. Amwzénﬁg/, my W:&:ter and, I were very close to each other, more than

we were to our Wermt mothers.
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The second wife decided to get out (ft/w relationship. She Aajr’t, leaving behind a child,
which was the boy my mother ZookwLaftar. We do not know what happened to her up to
this M}/ My fwt/w would visit KZN every three to six months, but she never came back.

Except for the &xpandé«ﬁ fW and, tradition, poélﬁmg/ these da}/: does not last [onﬁ.
It (s not the same as dmfmy the times of our great ﬂmndparmt: where some men would

marry upto seven wives or more and still last until death.
* ot his real name
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.fpea/dnﬁ out on
5ender violence
and HIV/AIDS
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Not a second wy‘e

By Nomsa Masunguwini South Aﬁf(lca/

My wmother marvied my :tapfaﬁwr after she gave birth to me out of wedlock.
I ﬁrwu,pwd% wy wmother and her new husband, I do not km)wm/v éc‘oloﬂm
ﬂw/m. I was the oldest amongst the other children in the house, but L did

not fee,é part oft/w famoé/

The problem started when my mother started /mumﬁ childven with my ;tepfat/wr. She
stopped louinﬁ me like her own child, Even the time I was still very youndg, she used, to
90 drmkmg and, when she came back, she wvwloéa&kmawh}/ L did not cook. IMMW:
asked me to do aléoft/wthénﬁ; émthekowr&aﬂd/ﬁvw ft&pfaﬁwr, cooking, wa;/w'«ﬁ, and,
W/VW. Sometimes she would even tell my 5tepfat/wr that he could sleep with me
because I was not his M/It&i’

Iwmwlwnyf very thhatmy mothermd:teffatw never wanted to put me into
school. T only went to school for & short time. Erom a younq age, there were times when [
would, ask for soap from my mother and she would say, “Girls your age have éoyfn’endf
who are mkénﬁ care oft/wm

My :tepfat/mf used to come to m,amcdzmy he wanted to sleep with me, saying that I was
/b&::econd/wg‘e/. He used, to do thkw%wow mother was very drunk. W/Len,lto[dmy
mother, :MmMWMtaM/dém&m&

He started, to touch me all the time around the house, even on my bum. He used to buy
th/wftﬁ:, wawtfandto%mtmkemw%ﬂwammm// %Iaﬂéd/motteéémy
mother. Itold/m}/ motkerwwn}/, but she did not do WW and, told me not to say

WW to anyone.
OMWMWW mother was out drinking, myrt@pfathufmlé/ called me to his bed

and slept with we. Iwmrwedbecm&hetoldmtwgﬁdédzwt, he could chase me
ﬂomt/wkow:&. T/wférsttmétlmpfem L was 9 years old.
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Affarthatmj/u; my mot/wrcmwkommth&morw. I told her what he did but she
Adid not do Wt/wcﬁ W}/ededwtmeu usual: She told me not to talk to anyone, it must
stay between us.

When I was 14 years old, Imd::ed/mypuéodmdfomowtt/m/tlmﬂegmt I know
that it is wy :tepfat/wr’: bxé)/, 6wtwmltoldzmy mother, she refmwﬂto believe me and
chmedmﬂomth&hom&

My mother said that I was émwrelatéom/upwit/vw_qby where we rented our house, but
I was already pmjmntmft/wtmh&becmw boyﬂéend. I started a velationship with
th{kjb@/ beauu&my mtwmstepfwwwmtwmtmmm house, and there
WMMW I could do MI/L&WLI'LOWW&fOﬂo.

Ltol&éwftepfwtherth&c/w{aéwmm because L need him to support the child as L cannot
vd to. My stepfather denies that the child is his, but he knows very well that he is the
Y 4
fat/wr.

I:taye&éwv't/vwgy éo/ﬁmd/ until Lﬁm birth, and until now, I am staying with him.
As I write this, my baby is just two weeks old. My boyfriend does not know that this child
s not his. He is W@/Mmlmjmt:taywzﬂ with hWim because L do not have a

Ww to stay.

OMWWWWWWWWtOMﬁMXﬂW that the child [ have is not his, but
he did not believe her. Ivatt/th mother would do this because | do not want
my bo)/fn'endto know that this child is not his.

Ijmupwméﬁo@ ago due to :Zeepw:q with this oloémwhaméwm/vom émmejﬁrt
to put foooﬂ on the table.
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A souvce ofmlolenwmwlx
depriuutiom

By Vivien Banda* With Dingaan Mithiy, Malaw?

My name is Vivien Ba/wéw*from Kasungu distvict in the centval region ofMva’. My

fatherka;:a’x wives. I our family we are 18 children, however mo;tofth&tm I do not

see any problems with my brothers and sisters, we aMuys work toﬁat/wf and, agree on

common, Lssues as children.

What[mtdéénﬁ/vow prﬁé/jw L5 //wtﬁood, t/wform/ ofuiole/w& Ifwceddmth&fwmlé/
chhdabb:t/mtmostzy‘thatm wezwanotweéémkuumaofé)/ th&fat/w/. It is my
mt/wrwﬂofmd&ﬂraﬂzy‘m, w%ka&tkaway.

This means that my mother faces many o/mﬂmge: and struqqles to get fpod/ to feeoﬂ us,
wﬂdé&th&fwfh&r s not even concerned. This, i my opinion, is a form of violence or
f%/vo/wlo_qécwé torture.

Another problem in our fW is that there is no eqmzlo'ty amongst children, just because
oft/w /LMﬁ& number ofchdaéren/; owfatker cannot manage to take care ofa/: all at once.
Sometimes he denies /wlpu% one ofwf when there is a problem, such as issues ofsc/woé

fees.

One day I wanted some money to start a business, but to my surprise my fat/wr told me
that he did not have the money, while at the same time, one OfW brothers was given
the money. I went to L/fy‘omo my mother on the issue, she tried to reason with him but it
Adid not work.

Th&:mademfwéwww% it was a sad experience.
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Later it was me who was la«ck}/, Wwfmjmmcapéméto start a business, while
the rest of my sisters and, brothers are Z@Ft out and fee// /fc%leoted/.

What I have observed is that in a poélﬂamom relaﬂomkép a woman is alwny; deprived
of her personal freedom, hence she cannot make progress in her l@'@, because happiness is
mﬁao:ed/ to start in a fzu/W

I advise fellow women out there to desist from bu‘ng in polygamons relationships, this is
a commomjromfor vtolence against women. I can teéé)/ow that many women are
s%en'nj, there (s a certain ﬂmw{/ of mine, whose fatker (s poé/_qmww:, the oné/ dgj‘wmc&
wv't—/vtke:étmtlomémowfmwé/ Ls thatt/wy divorced, wﬂdefor me there (s no divorce
that has taken place.

Poé/j;wg/ (s not jood/ because all the fW members s%er, foooﬂ distribution is a problem,

like in omfaméé/.

Iaw{vi/:&/vo% myfd[oarwvmem not to befooledmtoﬁom:gforwm/@m /ta/:zmwyww%
katﬂooduwmthdskw%wm, i most cases, wvmmfmuwlenw

* not her real name
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I wilé:ta:y for the sake
ofm}/ status

By Ellena Banda* with Daniel Manyowa, Malawt

My name is Ellena Banda. I was married to John Zimba i the year 2000. We had two
children together.

Owr marviage was i ﬂooéé health until 2006 when I gave birth to a disabled son; Chisomo.
My husband left me alone in Chilinde, Lilongwe to take care of our son.

He said he could not raise a child who is cursed and disabled. Erom that time, I lived
i pain becawse he marvied another woman in Mchingi.

I was prt with the rapvmé/aé&ly OfWU”ﬁ the rent ofwbowt R4 000 every month and to
meouidafood/ﬂr my children. Since he could not walk, I would put Chisomo on my back
and take him to school every da}/

My relatives Mﬂb’end/:ﬁrwtérwé ofm/pforténﬁ my child and me. I decided to get
married to my current man. We have been married for ten years.

When he proposed to me, he lied to me, saying that he was not marvied; and so I marvied,
Wim. But this was not true, he had two wiuarbg‘or&m&.

The wives do not stay tojet/w/. Each of us has our own houses wherve we stay.

ermté/, he works as a rubber stamp maker at the Ldonﬁwa Main Produce Market, but
he does not raise mou:qh money to support Ml/ofm. To add, salt to WWWW
wound, /wo//bg/ spends a week or so at our house; as he shares thamomt/mmonﬁ the three

wuwes.
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Chisomo who is also MWW o/mdwﬁedzwr well as be&nﬁpam/ywdzm :anfozmd/

some support from an organisation, Parents With Disabled Children Association of

Malawt (PODCAM ), which was formed by parents that have children with disabilities.

The organisation provides food, clothes, counselling to parents in such status. It also assists
the children with school fm

It is not possible for me to get out oft/u)f marriage because, Mt/wuﬁ/b he is not providing
for our needs, zmmfmwzmwmmmpmoﬂw married. I do not
want to lose that status.

W/Le/vaMk,formowﬂom/u’wg he shouts at me. Sometimes he threatens to lawemg‘

I continue p{o':re/specdnﬁ him é)/ p{ema/wlm;q momyforfood/md/ soap: I oftm have to 4o
to my relatives to beﬁ for fooaL.

Otwthmﬁ tkatmrréamathﬂfmlcmmtdema/wﬂwmmmaﬁomm Ifeaé

I'm vulnerable to HIV/AIDS.
* Not her real name
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Practicing equality na
poé/jamow: home

By Elliot Makumbe with Paul Jurw

My name is Elliot Makumbe. I am wpoé/ﬁmt with 3 wives staying at Nhariva service
centre in Chivhu District, Mashonaland East Province zf Zimbabwe about 200 km south
of Harare.

Having been recruited into PADARE/ENKUNDLENI Me’s Forum on Gender, and, trained
i jender concepts, I have accepted their values and principles. I subscribe wﬁol&hea//tedé/
to their code of ethics that says, “Men ofqmé(}t)/ are not ﬂfmad of eqmédy

My wives and children have the freedom to express themselves freely in our family
affairs. We have gone for more than a year without witnessing any sexual, Ws’m&
and, pf}/c/wlojéww violence in the fawwé/ Economic deprivation caused by the current
depression also aﬁ‘e&ts us Mjm&weé/ but, as mentioned below; the livelihood skills we have

are [Mopeééé«ﬁ us.

Mine is a case of practical experience in the pﬁ@/jw fwéoL :tretW ﬁfom/ birth tll
now: I was born in 1954 zln/wfamzé/ where Wfat/wr had three wives, copymﬂfrom/ his
omfm%erwho had, seven wives. Myﬂwmmmmmtm wives each.

It was t/wrgfora & cultural norm for me to get into poé/_qam}/. Erom generation to generation,
(t (s automatic ﬁnf all the Makumbe /70)/: to enter into poé/jmwws matrimony. The femde
féé[()zﬁs can foin poé/jmou/: relations like their brothers.

My reééyéom baokﬁromd/ also Wad/ a/pmtaé role in mﬂwmom:q me to enter into
polygamy. I belong to the johane Masowe Apostolic church that heavily subscribes to
poé/jam’y as & way ofpw/rerumﬁ one’s chw:tét}/ and me: There (s no need for one
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to be promiscuouns in a reéa/téomf/pép hence the need to remain lo/mé and low‘nﬁ to your

wives.

I make surve that I competently and Pﬁ‘ectweé/ provide them with all their conjugal
requirements fnléow a well-stipulated, roster. Our church doctrine provides for the ex-
communication of any sexual offender (adultery) in their statutes. This practice helps
us to w@‘m our sexual pleasures to our lajzw bedrooms oné/. This may depend as well
on one’s personal integrity, social and spirvitual :trenﬁth/ to resist extra mavital pressures.
I am convinced that I have won that test ofoha,mcfer moma%/.

My fwrt W@ Rosema/)/, Mg‘ortmeé/ passed away i 2008 at the age of 48, had

fwe en and experienced about fwe stillbirths. T got my second wzfa, Roseline,
Wrem‘é/ 40 years, with the assistance zf Rosemary and she has %/Df children. My third
wife, Estnathy is 23 and has two children.

In addition to the social and cultural pull fzwtor: listed above, it must be noted that in
Zimbabwe, g‘ not Afn’c& our subsistence type of fMW is best handled at a ﬁwwé/ level
b)/ Wpeop%e who can assist in tilling the land W}wodwcénﬁ adegmt& crop levels.
As a ﬂwu/}/, we also venture into the L&fomww sector generating additional income for
the family. As head of family, I was twh/t welding, tin fmo't/pm:q and carpentry skills
t/woaﬁh/ the church, which I am exploiting to eke a living with wa

Wamcm%rma/&wo u/wv[ued/m/b md;aéémj zy‘wmfa t/pg/procwafrom
South Afnca/ and, Botswana. It should be /wwwer noted that despite your educational
and, economic muscle, pog/jmom spouses should be /szdwvrkmﬁ i order to survive
MWW in a volatile economic emvivonment like the one F/VWW in our motherland
Zimbabwe.

I enjoy the team spirit that charvacterises myfamoé/ n the econom,éoﬁfon/t Mfkouﬁh/ at
times it is taxing Jjust to survive and to send children to school.

Entering into f”é’ﬂw requires one to be ofa/ strong morval ﬁér&, restlience, determination
and diligence in order to stand the heat and challenge that goes with the marriage
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institution. Pavents should be impartial in dealmj with childven ﬁfom all fm/mﬁa; to
reduce or evadicate all the unnecessary animosities. In case of deep-seated disputes, we
fwrmw@ exercise a lot of tolevance and patience as parents.

My wives have learnt to appreciate each other’s :trwﬁt/w and, weaknesses; hence, t/ua/
tnteract freeé/ without many hassles. Pf/vc/wloﬁécaé and, emotional pressures that are man-
made can easily be limited in a polygamons fW if proper communication channels
are céea//é/ laid out and roles outlined.

My children have eqbww opportunities in most spheres zfopemtwm hence, we avold, jmder
based violence (GBV) in the family. Iwmlaaﬁ/umtmmemembem of our comumunity in
monogamous relationships who experience a lot of GBV on & mon/t/pé/ basts. If family
[maiers/pépb: weak or dictatorial thew GBV is rampant.

It is corvect to wcknowiedﬁ& that poé/jamom famoéw: are vulnervable to HIV/AIDS f one
part in the velationship turns out to be promiscuous, the p(eadé/ disease can wipe out the

entire fW

We have been commm‘g/ engaging each other in th&fW on the relative da//tjar: oft/u}:
disease and Aﬁreed/ to be fMtW to our /Loé/ matrimony. Our Apostolic church system of
passing t/wo%h/ prophetic gates also assists us to Vefmo'n/ ﬁ/om/ sexual Mwnomﬂt/v. I can
mfaé/ say we are ﬁfw ﬁfom the disease 7‘ we continue with the /wwm,o@/ and, tmnqwdét)/
that we are Wrmté/ experiencing.

In conclusion, I want to say t/mtpﬁg/ﬁw qfha/wélwbm}thxwe, Wéolfvwﬂd/wﬁéjh
deﬁree of trust, it can work but those who are not :trony»wiéled/ and, seéécontroﬂed should,
not bother trying it because t/ua/ will be signing their own death warvants. Women should
not be coerced into it or manipulated into it as waééfor this may b&ﬂ/ji’m’! uiolatéomof
their basic human nj/uf: of choice and freedom.
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Poéljam}/ (s no protection
ﬁom HIV

By Helena Eduardo* with Ered Katerere

My name is Helena Eduardo, I am a 36 year old mother offow Uving in Maputo,
Mozambique. I am also Living with HIV.

Growing up in a Christian fawwé/, I used to value the institution of marriage and Wﬂ}/!
liked the idea (ffoééowmﬁ i my m,other’:ﬁ)ot:tap{. She was marvied at 20 and had a
“white weddmﬁ ” She kept the memories of that da}/ alive in several p/wtojmflw that
Mwu}/f W on our W room wall.

Form%mwbdf@fw&nﬁ At 20, ZWZMWW my Grade 12 Wlmdeepé/ i love
with my childhood sweetheart, Armando. Soon after schooly T marvied him in a not so
ﬁlamorow: ceremony, but I liked it because I was to be united with my “cweetheart” and,
looked, forWoL to dayr ﬂélfw{/ with love.

Inthe ﬁm& day: zfow marriage, Armando was Wa}/: home at mﬁkt He knocked ojfﬂom/
his office job at 4 pu. He prohibited me from working, as he wanited me to be a full-time
hommg‘& I did not resist his decision, as I knewhe would provide for our ﬁwmé/

Inthe ﬁm& year of our marviage, we were blessed with out fém& dawﬁ/vter. I was ouefy'o/veoé
but ﬁwled/ to read the siqns of the trying times of our marviage.

Armando started coming home two hours or three hours after he had knocked o/j‘ ﬂom/
work. Almz}/: he had excuses; there was a lot of work or his boss had taken him to an aﬁer
work meeting.
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W/Wvltold/m/v sister, she said it was common with men.

Aﬁar three years I discovered, Armando had a secret lover who also had a W/vter, @
year younger than ours. When I confromfed Wim, he did not arque and told me he had
also married the second woman.

It was difficult for me to accept i, éwtwﬁmk&:fam&é/ukedmto make the union
known to my parents, Ithouﬁhtdtwmwg/d%d@/ and I did not want to divorce him.

Erom then on, I started to learn to “sharve” him with his second wgfa, Joana, as he would
o/pm/(ﬁ& between the two houses. As we became a/fwww'é/, I grew to have a close

relationship with joana. We decided it was good we take care of our husband.

Aﬁ‘er some time, we started W problems again. Armando started to have other
relationships and he would lie to both of us about his whereabouts.

When 1 felé prequant for the thivd time, I discovered that I was HIV positive ﬂfter a series
of tests. I also recommended to Joana that she take the same tests, which came out positive.
Armando refused to take tests. He claimed he was not infected but continued to sleep
with ws without protection.

Nowy after three years of W with HIV, I regret the da}/ I accepted his second, marriage.

Armando aﬁmed/ to take an HIV test Zowt/vea/, and his also came out positive. tHe has
already started taking anti-retrovivals and we take turns to care for hiny joana and me.

For my dau:q/vtar, I wish for her to never get ko a poélﬁmom marriage. To me, it is too
Werom, W one vulnerable to :axmlé/ tramsmitted, diseases like HIV /AIDS.
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* At the age of 29, I am not only a widow; but also living with HIV/AIDS.
My name is Mavis Munngo and I mﬁom Milembo U‘Mldﬁ& n C/L{yobo[a/ area, Monze
Distvict in the Southern Province of Zambia.

When I was young, we were staying in Kitwe i the Copperbelt province, until my parents
divorced. M/vfmt/wr érouﬁ/uf us to Monze, which was his home village and, in this part
of Zambia, poé/ﬂa,my was a normal and accepted way of marriage.

We werafow i omffwmdé/, but two ofW brothers died. M)/father also died in 1993,
when I was érojmde 10. Stnce there was no o/wtopa}/for my ;ohooéfe&:, I stopped, school
tn 1996. In the same year, I started seeing a married man who later madame/pmjww
and marvied me as h&:ﬂmfuwgf&

Luck was not on my side, wy W&Mﬂﬂdt@fﬁw (fm}/ childven died in 2004 aftar
an illness. I//vtko:ada}/:, HIV/AIDS was not very commomatuillaﬁeiweéandmdédnot
think that my husband could have died ﬁom AIDS related illnesses.

Aﬁfer the WM procession, I was reqwted/ to stay with my in-laws. We had a number
of animals of which one was gilven to my mother-in-law; the other was :Wht&red for
th&WaL, wﬁél&eac/wfthafow wives wmgwmomeac/u

My late husband’s brother qot the remaining animals. We also had an ox-cart, plough
and, arvow, and, my mot/wr—zlmlawgot all oft/mt Aﬁar some time, I was asked to move
out of my house. M ty husband’s relatives removed the iron sheets and concrete ﬂoor from/
what used to be my house and took them to their homes.
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One da}/, my late husband’s brother came to ﬁetwmdéo, wm'ch/my Wémmleft for
me. Afterjtlui/% Wim the radio, he called me, sat me down next to him, and, asked me
forwW&mwﬂaﬁ&

W/wm[rgfmed//wypmpmaé /wbecamwlfy. Since then, he hates me. Th&fmaé/ even
took away the ptece tf land, I used to cultivate to feaé my childven. The same brother

ﬁwf/wr took my bw&dénﬁ, Zem/mﬁ me with ﬂwt/w‘nﬁ.

Years later, my health started ﬁwémﬁ me and I decided to 90 for uomm/)/ comaélénﬁ
and testing (VCT). I tested positive. Since I had not met any man from the time my
husband, died, I definitely knew where I had contracted the disease, from my polygamons

Wréage/.

I also MWMWMMWWW%IW%‘WMwWMWr@&w my
late husband’s brother. Most l(ikeé/, him and his wives would also have been uxfected with
HIV/AIDS and later died.

Coupled wit/vm}/ HIV/AIDS, (it is Wfor me to survive withompriew zy‘lmwéfor
wauLnj and without support ﬁfom anyone. My house has been broken down Just as my
heart has been.

I was widowed at a tender age with children to look,after andy, worse still, I&w«v[o'oinj
with HIV/AIDS. I have to walk long distances to the health centre to seek medication.
Lgfav’: notm)/forw children and me.
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Provisions on Marriage and Family Rights in the
SADC Protocol on Gender and Development

1. States Parties shall enact and adopt appropriate legislative, administrative and
other measures to ensure that women and men enjoy equal rights in marriage
and are regarded as equal partners in marriage.

2. Legislation on marriage shall ensure that:

a. no person under the age of 18 shall marry unless otherwise specified by law
which takes into account the best interests and welfare of the child;

b.every marriage takes place with the free and full consent of both parties;

¢. every marriage, including civil, religious, traditional or customary, is registered
in accordance with national laws; and

d.during the subsistence of their marriage the parties shall have reciprocal rights
and duties towards their children with the best interests of the children always
being paramount.

3. States Parties shall enact and adopt appropriate legislative and other measures
to ensure that where spouses separate, divorce or have their marriage annulled:
(a) they shall have reciprocal rights and duties towards their children with the

best interests of the children always being paramount; and
(b) they shall, subject to the choice of any marriage regime or marriage contract,
have equitable share of property acquired during their relationship.

4., States Parties shall put in place legislative and other measures to ensure that
parents honour their duty of care towards their children, and maintenance orders
are enforced.

5. States Parties shall put in place legislative provisions which ensure that married
women and men have the right to choose whether to retain their nationality or
acquire their spouse’s nationality.
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